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Changeless 
By Nancy Byrd Turner 


T NEVER fails at Christmas— 
A star comes over the hill, 
With light on roof and ridge-pole 

On frosty eaves and sill. , 

Far lifted, fair and slow, 

It swings above the land, 
Turning our drifted snow 

To silver desert sand, 
Till-we can almost catch 

Drawn near and yet more near, 
Camel bells in the distance, 

Keen and clear. 


It-never fails at Christmas 
For any trusting heart : 
Upon the frosty silence 
The sud@en carols start; 
Lovely and pure and strong 
They stir the dark, until, 
We almost hear the song 
Of.angels over a hill. 
An old star in thenight, 
An old, id anthem raised —= 


These never fail at Christmas, 
God. be praised ! 








Rulers Take Counsel Against the Lord 


No one can be neutral toward God. We must 
either love him or hate him. Only those who are 
born again by faith in Christ as Saviour can love God; 
in all others “the carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be” (Rom. 8:7). But this natural enmity of men 
against God does not always show itself openly; it is 
often camouflaged so successfully that people may 
think there is love of God where really there is hatred. 
But now a sinister sign is appearing, a sign of the 
end: the openly flaunted hatred of God. An Asso- 
ciated Press dispatch from Moscow announces: 
“Henceforth all government-run bookstores through- 
out the Soviet Union will display anti-religious books 
in their show windows. Emelyan Yaroslavsky, Sec- 
retary of the Communist party and Chairman of the 
‘Godless’ Society; and Artem Halatov, head of the 
state publishers, addressed a circular letter to the 
bookshops telling them to push the sale of anti-re- 
ligious-literature.” This bold hatred of God finds ex- 
pression im many quarters today in. America; the 
American Association for the Advancement of Athe- 


ism is one expression of it, and the various “Godless” 
societies in colleges and elsewhere are zealous prop- 
agandists, and seek to win all-they can to the cam- 
paign of hell. It is a solemn and tragic reminder of 
God’s own question in the Second Psalm: “Why do 
the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against ‘the Lord, and against 
his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, 
and cast away their cords from: “us.” There is a ter- 
rible sequel. “He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision,” declares 
the Psalmist. “Thou shalt break them with a rod 
of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel.” At this Christmas season, commemorating 
the day when the Prince of Peace came to this earth 
as a babe, that all who will might be saved, should we 
not pray that the true Church of Christ may be 
revived throughout the whole world, with such a 
message of evangelism that countless numbers of 
God’s enemies may be born again into his. children and 
his eternal friends? “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and ye. perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him.” 
ax” 


Dr. MacInnis’ Resignation 


Important changes are occurring at the Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles. The resignation of the Dean, 
Dr. John M, MacInnis, which had been placed before 
the Board of Directors some time ago, has now been 
accepted, together with the resignation of Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan as a member of the Faculty. Both 
resignations are to take effect December 31. Four 
members of the Board, including the President, the First 
Vice-President, and the Secretary, have also resigned. 
The decision of the Board to accept the resignation 
of Dr. MacInnis was made prayerfully and conscien- 
tiously, after prolonged consideration, and the mem- 
bers of the Board now remaining are said to be a 
unit in thought and purpose, determined that the In- 


stitute shall continue to stand unequivocally for the 
great essentials of the Christian faith, They have 
expressed their earnest desire that God shall send to 
the Institute the man of His own choice as leader, 
and that he may be a man, like Stephen, full of faith 
and of the ‘Holy Ghost. The prayers of God’s people 
everywhere are earnestly requested to that end. 


a 
Let Us Be Quiet 


Quietness may be had by decision and will power. 
It comes by deliberately turning away from noise, 
bustle, and rushing activities. “We beseech you, 


brethren,” wrote Paul, “that ye increase more and 
more; and that ye study to be quiet” (1 Thess. 4: 
10, 11). We cannot increase more and more in our 


spiritual life unless we learn how to be quiet. Only 
then can we see and hear things that God would have 
us see and hear. J. P. Lange, in his “Life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” writing on “Sensitiveness to 
Spiritual Forces,” said: “In the stillness of night we 
may hear the rushing of the distant stream, which 
we could not perceive amidst the noises of day; and 
the light in a distant cottage window is seen to cast 
its gleam through the whole neighborhood, while the 
burning of the whole cottage would scarcely have been 
noticed by daylight. ... The same distinctions prevail 
within the sphere of the inner life. Most minds are 
incessantly and wholly filled, nay, tied and bound, 
with the bustle of external events. Their eyes can 


. scarcely fix upon anything. merely great~or--beautiful, 


which passes them bodily ; Becextie Shey seek the one 
thing needful in too many things, they suffer from the 
quest after everything.” Let us, therefore, see and 
hear more by seeing and hearing less. We shall do 
more for the Lord by doing less, as Mary, sitting 
quietly at his feet, did more for him than Martha in 
her nervous, anxious, hurrying service. When Israel 
was in danger of defeat Isaiah | warned, 
strength is to sit still’; and again, “in quietness ... 
shall be your strength” (Isa. 30:7, 15). Let us take 
time to be quiet before the Lord. 


The Holy Watcher 


and charm, conveying its gracious message to our 

own hearts and lives. Nathanael is one of the 
fragrant characters of the Bible, and he formed one 
of the little group who were the salt of the earth in 
his day. He was one of the company of witnesses 
who, walking in the law of the Lord but rising above 
the legalism and self-righteousness of the Pharisees, 
waited for the fulfillment of the promise of God. And 
he waited in a dark day. 

The prophetic voice had died away about four 
hundred years before. There had been no voice or 
vision until the announcement by the angel Gabriel 
to Zacharias. The people had waited for the conso- 
lation of Israel, but as generation succeeded genera- 
tion without the promised fulfillment they had sunk 
into sin and formalism. When first the Magi came 
the people were perplexed and alarmed, and ultimately 
incredulous and indifferent. Nathanael was sur- 
rounded by the legalistic Pharisees whom wr Lord 
termed whited sepulchers, lawyers whom our Lord 
denounced, and an indifferent people, depressed, de- 
spoiled, and downcast, walking in their own way. 
Religious practice was a deadly routine, and mer- 
chants trafficked in the sacrificial animals, turning the 
house of prayer into a den of thieves. But God has 
his witnesses in every age. Nathanael was one of 
that company whose light shone forth, the light in- 
deed of the law, which was soon to be changed for 
the more glorious light of the Gospel. 

It was amid these darkened circumstances that 
this man lived. How few the flock; how feeble the 
fellowship! Bleak indeed was the soil, but how strong 
the plant! Such was the fruit of his life, and such 
the royal commendation, that deep indeed within the 
seeret plate of heavenly good must have been the root, 


Te story of Nathanael is one of peculiar beauty 


while pr there blew the harsh and biting north 
wind. Yet the soft, balmy south wind of God blew 
inwardly upon this garden of the Lord. Truly, 
Nathanael was a watered garden. 

It was thus Philip found him with the startling, 
glorious news, “We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, wrote.” Fatally familiar 
were these words! Imagine their effect upon Nathan- 
ael. It was fourteen hundred years before that Moses 
had prophesied of the Prophet to come. Over six 
hundred years back Isaiah had announced his coming. 
Amazing thoughts must have crowded in upon Nathan- 
ael. The waiting past, the darkness lifted, the Hope 
of Israel come! Oh, the joy that must have flooded 
his soul, quickly however to be tinged with disappoint- 
ment. “Can there any good thing come out af Naz- 
areth?” Nathanael apparently had not learned that 
in God’s wise dealings he brings forth treasure out 
of most unlikely places. For his name and for his 
glory God brings, out of the places we may be prej- 
udiced against, the pearl of great price. Are we not 
guilty of the same weakness? To our minds the places 
are so unlikely, but God’s ways are not our. ways. 
And is it not so with persons? Out of unlikely per: 
sons God sheds forth his glory. Who would have 
thought the notorious river thief Jerry McAuley a 
likely person for ’s glory to shine in? Or that 
the debauched Sam Hadley, the shoemaker William 
Carey, the barefooted mill girl Mary Slessor, the ua- 
educated D. L. Moody would bring glorious luster 
to His name? Who would have thought that hum- 
ble David would overcome the haughty Goliath, and 
the shepherd boy become sovereign over Israel? Our 
prejudices must never shadow our perception of God's 
ways. 

Nathanael’s prejudice .was swept aside by the in- 
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vitation “Come and see.” The simplicity and docility 
of Nathanael’s nature shine out here, for he arose at 
once to accompany Philip. This man would not allow 
prejudice to blind him to God’s choicest gift. With 
happy heart and hastened steps he would go to seé 
the Master. 

Seeing him coming the Lord said, “Behold an Israel- 
ite indeed, in whom is no guile!” Such commenda- 
tion from Christ is crowned with blessing. “Blessed 
is the man unto whom Jehovah imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile.” Here. is God 
the Son welcoming the godly soul. Is it nét a pic- 
ture of the future day for us? 

He is surprised at his reception.and cries, “Whence 
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under 
the fig tree, I saw thee.” Under the fig tree! That 
tells the secret of his life; that shows the source of 
his character. Here isa representative of Israel un- 
der the representation of Israel. Why was Nathanael 
under the fig tree? One may well believe it was to be 
alone with God. He not only waiied for the Hope 
of Israel, but he also waited upon God. Nathanael 
is included in the godly company of the first Psalm, 
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stande.h in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: but his delight is 
in the law of Jehovah; and on his law doth he medi- 
tate day and night.” Blessed, holy occupation is medi- 
tating on the law of Jehovah... This is the secret of 


his life; this is the source of his character. We 
must go under the fig tree for visions of God. 
Did he not see the darkness around him? Did he 


not yearn for light and ‘life? Whom should he seek 
but Jehovah? Had not the Psalmist said, “My soul, 
wait thou in silence for God only; for my expectation 
is from him,” and was not Nathanael dwelling in the 
secret .place of the Most High, and abiding under the 
shadow of the Almighty? Had not God said, “I dwell 
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of 
a contrite and humble spirit’? Here then was the 
humble, simple, guileless Nathanael meditating on the 
law, and waiting upon God. Was he at that moment 
waiting for the Hope of Israel, and yearning for the 
fulfillment of the promise? 
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“Under the fig tree I saw thee.” How bedutiful 
the sequence! Not only was Nathanael seen out- 
wardly, but also inwardly. That all-searching eye 
searched his heart. I saw thee! it is a-blessing that 
God searches and knows the heart, and meets the 
seeking soul. Under the fig tree was the trysting- 
place, and became the gate of Heaven. “For Jehovah 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imagina- 
tions of the thoughts. If thou seek him, he will be 
found of thee” (1 Chron. 28:9). As Nathanael sat 
there under the fig tree the Lord knew his thotghts 
and welcomed the seeking soul, 

The declaration of the Lord was the-affirmation of- 
the fulfilled promise, to Nathanael. The dark cloud 
over Israel -with its silver lining of hope had burst 
into a cloud of glory. The promise was fulfilled; 
the Light of Israel had come.. The joy of his soul 
burst forth in the radiant acclamation, “Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God; thou art King of Israel.” Ex- 
pectation had issued into realization. His heart had 
found its resting place. The supreme joy had come; 
he gazed upon the Son of God, the King of Israel. 

Is this not a picture for us? Are we not ealled 
to be holy watchers? Are we, like Nathanael, guile- 
less in heart, serving God, waiting upon him, and 
watching for the coming of the Lord? Do we stand 
on tiptoe of expectation looking for the sudden appear- 
ing, the catching up into his presence, and the radiant 
glory? Like Nathanael we wait in a dark day. 
Around us are abounding frivolity and formalism, in- 
difference and apathy. We are in the midst of scof- 
fers and mockers, and those who even dare to de- 
clare God’s revelation, the holy Bible, untrue.. How 
needful the salt amid the corruption! How urgent 
the burning, shining lights in the deepening dark- 
ness! Watch! Waiti Witness! It is God’s call in 
the last days, and his all-searching eye is upon us. It 
may be the path of loneliness as human fellowships 
go, but it is the path of his light, life, and love. And 
what joy it will be to the heart of Christ to gather 
his faithful, humble, holy watchers! Like Nathanael 
we wait for hope to issue into sight, and our cry is, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, come!” Soon, soon that day is 
coming, so look up, and lift up your heads, for your 
redemption draweth nigh. 





Should We Forgive Unasked)? 


An “anxious reader” inquired of The Sunday 
School Times: “If a person should commit a griev- 
ous sin against another, and should ask forgiveness, 
to what extent can that sin be forgiven if the person 
sinned against must suffer because of it all through 
life both physically and mentally?” In the Times of 
September 8 the reply was made that “There can be 
no degrees in true forgiveness. Forgiveness is eiher 
entire, complete, permanent, and eternal, or it is not 
forgiveness at all.” It was pointed out that only the 
miracle of God’s love in the heart of the believer can 
make possible such forgiveness; but that Gad offers 
to work this miracle, and our Lord’s command “Love 
your enemies” can be obeyed only as we trust him: for 
this. Now an Ohio reader writes: 


I heartily agree with the answer in the Times to 
this question as it stands. But how about leaving 
out “and should. ask forgiveness,” and substituting 
this: “If a person should commit a grievous sin 
against another, and should not ask forgiveness, nor 
admit that an injury had. been done,” how about for- 
giveness in a case like that? 


I am most anxious about a case of this kind. 
An Illinois reader raises a similar question: 


In your issue of September 8’ you discuss the ques- 
tion “How Far Should We Forgive?” The answer 
is satisfactory and Scriptural, but one point is not 
quite clear to me. Does God, and can we, actually 
orgive an impenitent transgressor? Is the act of 
forgiveness really consummated in such a case, or is 
Christ's answer to Peter and us rather a command 
to maintain a forgiving attitude toward those who 
injure us? > 
Our forgiveness of others is never to be conditioned 

upon the attitude of the one who may be forgiven. It 
is conditioned on God’s atiitude toward us. His atti- 
tude toward us is love, mercy, grace, forgiveness. It 
was his attitude toward the whole human race of 
sinners. It was his attitude toward the whole human 
trace while they were yet enemies of God. It was the 
attitude of the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and hang- 
ing on the cross, toward. those who put him there, as 
he prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23: 34). 

There is no Scripture telling us to forgive others 
only on condition that they ask for forgiveness, or 
that they repent of the injury they have done us. . It 
as true the Lord:said-to his disciples: “If thy brother 





trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, 


forgive him. If he trespass against thee seven. times 
in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee 
saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him” (Luke 17: 
3, 4). This injunction makes it plain that we are 
to forgive if another trespasses against us repeatedly 
and repents repeatedly. But it does not tell us that 
we are to, forgive only when he repents; and other 
Scripiures, such as the command to love our enemies, 
show that the Christian’s attitude toward offenders is 
always to be one of love and forgiveness, whether the 
offender asks it or not, and whether he repents or not. 

Forgiveness is a necessary and essential part of love. 


The Lord commands all who believe in him to “love’ 


your enemies,” and enemies do not ask for forgiveness. 
But we are to love them, and we are to forgive them. 
The Scripture is gloriously clear on this. And. the 
Scripture is gloricusly clear on God’s full provision 
for working the miracle of this forgiveness in our 
hearts toward our unrepentant enemies. Our part is to 
surrender to the Lord our natural lack of love and 
lack of forgiveness, and then trust him now, and mo- 
ment by. moment, to shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit this miracle love which is God himself. 

There is a sense in which, as the Illinois reader 
suggests, the full result of forgiveness cannot be con- 
summated in the case of an impenitent transgressor. 
We are to love and forgive the transgressor apart 
from his request or penitence. But so long as he is 
impenitent the relationship between him and ourselves 
cannot be undisturbed; our spirit and attitude toward 
him is to be loving and undisturbed, but the impenitent 
transgressor’s attitude toward us is necessarily wrong. 
Nor can our confidence in one who has done wrong 
and’ does not repent be unimpaired. 

When it comes to God’s forgiveness, we must always 
remember that the uivine forgiveness is fundamentally 
different from human forgiveness. The note on: this 
in the Scofield Reference Bible is valuable. Com- 
menting on our Lord’s word that his blood was “shed 
for many for the remission of sins” (Matt. 26:28), 
Dr. Scofield says: “The Greek word translated  ‘re- 
mission’ in Matthew 26: 28; Acts 10:43; Hebrews 9: 
22, is elsewhere rendered ‘forgiveness.’. It means, to 
send off, or away. And this, throughout Scripture, is 
the one fundamental meaning of forgiveness —to sep- 
arate the sin from the sinner. Distinction must be 
made between divineand human forgiveness: (1) 
Human forgiveness means: the remission of penalty. 
In the Old Testament and the New, in-type and fulfill- 





Without . shedding. of 
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ment, the divine forgiveness follows the execution of 
the penalty. ‘The priest shall make an atonement for 
his sin that he hath committed, and it shall be for- 
given him’ (Lev. 4:35). ‘This is my blood of the 
néw covenant, which is shed for many for the re- 
mission [sending away, forgiveness] of sins’ (v. 28). 
there.. is- no, ‘ remissi 
(Heb. 9:22). . .°. The sin of the justified believer 
interrupts his fellowship, and is forgiven upon con- 
fession, but always on the ground of Christ’s propitiat- 
ing sacrifice (1 John 1:6-9; 2:2). (2) Human 
forgiveness rests upon and results from the divine for- 
giveness.. In many passages this is. assumed: rather 
than stated, but the principle is declared in Ephesians 
4:32; Matthew 18: 32, 33.” 


-—<— 


Are You Bringing Others 
Into the Family? 





The undersigned will join the “Join the 
Family” Campaign and help to double the>cir- 
culation of The Sunday School Times this. win- 
ter by getting ten of my friends to subscribe 
for the paper. To this end I will honesily try. 

Yours for service, 


A. B. Weaver, Wayne, Pa. 











-_ Mr. Weaver’s letter is dated November 24, the 
date of the issue of The Sunday School Times con- 
taining the personal talk, by the Editor, with the Times 
Family, entitled “Lights in the Deepening Darkness,” 
in which facts were brought together showing the 
increasing need of every possible testimony to the 
old faith in these dark days when so many denials 
are on every hand, and letiers volunteered by readers 
were given, showing .what the Times is meaning to 
them. 

Never before in the history of the paper have so 
many readers written in expression of their unre- 
strained enthusiasm for a journal that seeks to: hold 
forth without qualification the Word of God and the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Another Pennsyl- 
vania reader writes: 


For eight or nine years I’ve enjoyed The Sunday 
School Times. We have had it as our constant help, 
refreshing, enlightening, directing and sometimes an 
avenue of chastefiing, but each year it grows better 
and to us more necessary. -How I'd love to place a 
copy in every home and know that every member read 
it weekly. 

As our growing five children develop we more 
and more need wise, intelligent, Christ-given counsel, 
so that the articles to appear, especially “Giving the 
Whole Gospel to Children,” seem in answer to our 
prayers of over a year. 

And “Knowing God,” by an Unknown Christian, 
we can hardly wait for. 

Oh, how we praise God and: pray that he may 
keep The Sunday School Times true to the whole 
Word of God, “for ever fixed in heaven.” So may 
The Sunday School Times Family grow. We will do 
as God opens the way, but we can and will pray for 
its growth. 


A California reader writes: 


__I have read’ the article by the Editor and I would 
like to enter the “Join the Family” Campaign. I do 
not know how many new subscribers I can get, but 
I have thought for sometime that I would be willing 
to take my mother’s place in keeping up her list of 
ten that she looked after for several years. Mother 
passed away last April. 


I wou like a sample copy of the paper Christian 
outh, 


Will you help to double the circulation of the Times 
this winter by joining the “Join the Family” Cam- 
paign and ge:ting from one to ten of your friends to 
take the paper? In doing this it- will be useful to 
have printed matter to hand them, and you may have 
as many copies as you wish, free upon request, in re- 
print of the editorial “Lights in the Deepening Dark- 
ness,” and of the fuil page of letters in the Times of 
December 1, “How We Discovered: The Sunday. School 
Times,” together with the Prospectus that appeared 
in last week’s issue announcing many of the remark- 
able articles and series of articles to-appear in your 
family :paper during the: new year. Sample copies of 
the Times will be sent, upon request, to hand to your 
friends. 

If you will send the Editor a postcard saying you 
will help, and how many new subscribers you will 
try to get, he will be glad to reply by mail, andthe 
Times staff will be most grateful for your co-opera- 
tion. When. writing, please say how many sample 
copies of the Times you: would like, and how: many 
copies of the editorial reprints. It is:an hour of ex- 
ceptional need and exceptional opportunity. The 
Times is now-read by. more than.a quarter of a million 
people (tests show that three or four persons read 
each copy); will you help to: make the Family mem- 
bership more than half a million? 
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Memories of a California Summer 





Fellowships with God’s people on the Pacific Coast 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
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N SOME of the inner walls of El -Navajo 
QO Hotel at Gallup, New Mexico, are beautifully 

executed copies in colors of the famous sand 
paintings of the Navajo Indians. They offer an inter- 
esting study of primitive religious ideas and mytho- 
logical fancies. Our luxurious through train on the 
Santa Fe stopped at Gallup, and I looked up the 
station master, Mr. T. E. Purdy, to see if he could 
have our baggage held for us at Los Angeles. He 
not only showed a most courteous and helpful interest 
in attending to this, but he called my attention to the 
Indian paintings and explained some of them to me. 
Later at my request he sent me a written description 
of the fourteen sand paintings, and I prize these among 
the mementos of an unusual summer’s experiences. 

We know that the fancies and fables of mythology 
are not mere imaginations of men, but are interwoven 
with perverted apostasies from the true worship of 
the only true God, and also are, unconsciously to the 
worshipers, directed and dominated by the great Ad- 
versary, Satan. There are evidences of this in these 
religious symbols from the primitive life of North 
American Indians. They must be viewed from the 
standpoint of Paul’s inspired word: “But I say, that 
the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice 
to devils, and not to God” (1 Cor. 10:20). Very 
early in the history of the race began the false wor- 
ship that persists to this day, as men “changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever” (Rom. 1:25). So these Navajo sand paintings 
make prominent “the creature” in religious worship. 
Eagle feathers are essential for their religious serv- 
ices, and eagles and eagle traps are shown in the 
pictures. Again, there is even an “ascension scene” ; 
but the one ascending is not our Lord, but Dinaeedigini, 
or “The Holy One.” ‘Here is a description of this 
ascension: 


Escorted to Heaven by Snakes 


“Dinaeedigini . . . prayed to the Great Spirit or 
the Lord to give him strength and wisdom so that he 
could do something for his people, as they were very 
poor and many of them hungry. After years of prayer 
and faithfulness, the Lord sent the eagles to escort 
him to Heaven, but he was so heavy they could not 
carry him, so he prayed again. Then the Lord sent 
the snakes; this is why a Navajo Indian never kills 
an eagle or a snake, they helped Dinaeedigini or The 
Holy One go to Heaven. By using the snakes as 
ropes, and dividing his weight among twelve eagles, 
six on each side, and relaying en route, they finally 
got to Heaven. He was gone a long time, and when 
he came back he was a man of wisdom and strength, 
and had all of these religious services, ceremonies, and 
sand paintings in his head, which were necessary for 
the Indians to go threugh before the Lord would 
grant his request.” 

Here is devil worship indeed, with serpents called 
in to help the Indians’ “Holy One” get to Heaven! 

Another sand painting shows the world in darkness 
with the sun .under eclipse, while snakes are sur- 
sounding the world. This is a startlingly accurate 
picture of «1 John 5:10, “The whole world lieth in 
the evil one.” To the Indians it does not mean that, 
of course, but Satan sometimes tells the truth in spite 
of himself. One turns away from these unconsciously 
tragic religious symbols of the earliest American race 
with a fresh realization of the Indians’ need of the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. That they eagerly 
receive the truth, and pass from death into life by 
faith in Christ Jesus is abundantly proved by the ex- 
perience of the missipnaries who are faithfully carry- 
ing the Gospel to them today, such as L. L. Legters, 
Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency, and 
others of the Inland South America Missionary Union, 
the Central American Mission, and the like. Those 
who would learn more of the need and opportunity 
should write for information to the Indian Mission of 
America, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

The next outstanding experience of the summer was 
the Grand Canyon of Arizona. I had seen it in 1919, 
when I had the privilege of making this trip with the 
late brother beloved Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, as 
we went to hold a Victorious Life Conference at 
Whittier. But Mrs. Trumbull had never seen this 
titanic phenomenon of nature; it is a memorable expe- 
rience for one who has seen it to fead another by 
the hand, under pledge of keeping the eyes closed until 
bidden to open them, up to the rim of the canyon, and 
then watch that one look out for, the first time on the 
amazing scene. Here is a description by .a gifted 


pen: 
“Imagine a stupendous chasm, in places ten to thir- . 





The World’s Sunday School’ Convention held 
last July in Los Angeles was only one of the 
many unusual rere that came to the Editor 
of The Sunday School Times during a two months 
visit on the Pacific Coast and im the Northwest 
last summer. Victorious Life Conferences at dif- 
ferent points in California, and. special meetings 
in both the North and yo Srcampen that great 
state, gave exceptional contacts with many mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times family and 
with new friends, while old friendships were deep- 
ened. Accounts of the World’s Sunday School 
Convention were published in the Times of August 
11 and 18. In this and later articles the Editor 
shares with the readers some of the rich memories 
that he will always prize. 








teen miles wide from rim to rim, more than two hun- 
dred miles long in the total of its meanderings, and 
more than a mile deep. -A mighty river, the Colorado, 
has chiseled out the inner granite gorge, which “is 
flanked on each side by tier upon tier of huge archi- 
tectural forms — veritable mountains — carved by ero- 
sion from the solid rock strata which lie exposed in 
great layers to the desert sun. And all painted in 
colors of the rainbow. 

“That’s the Grand Canyon. 

“The Grand Canyon, from the rim, is looked down 
upon. The sensation is novel. Not every visitor can 
at once adjust untrained eyes to this sudden shift from 
the usual outlook. Gradually one must become accus- 
tomed to the change from the ordinary range of vision. 
It is like seeing a strange landscape from a low-flying 
airplane. ... 

“As first glimpsed from the very edge of the abyss, 
the Canyon is a geologic marvel and a spiritual emo- 
tion. Below is a primeval void, hemmed in every- 
where, except skyward, by the solid framework of 
our earth —rocks and rocks, and yet more»rocks. ... 

“At high noon the enclosing walls seem to flatten 
out and are unimpressive, They lack life and luster 
and form. They make scant appeal to the emotions. 
One i¢ aware of bigness and deepness and stillness, 
but not of any mystery. 

“Come back to the edge of the abyss in the late 
afternoon or early in the morning. 'How marvelous 
the transformation! Immense forms have pushed out 
from the sheer walls. They float in a purple sea of 
mysterious shadows. It is a symphony of mass and 
color, of body and soul. Almost a new heaven is 
born, and with it a new inferno, swathed in soft celes- 
tial fires; a whole chaotic underworld just emptied of 
primeval floods and waiting for a new creative word; 
eluding all sense of perspective or dimension, out- 
stretching the faculty of measurement, overlapping the 
confines of definite apprehension; a boding, terrible 
thing, unflinchingly real, yet spectral as a dream. 
Never was picture more harmonious, never flower 
more exquisitely beautiful. It flashes instant com- 
munication of all that architecture and painting and 
music for a thousand years gropingly have striven to 
express.” 


A Real Church in the “Make Believe” City 

And our trip to California had scarcely begun! It 
was but a foregleam, and a surpassingly beautiful 
one, of what God had planned for us all summer long. 
The natural “miracles” that we were seeing were but 
hints of the infinitely greater and more beautiful mir- 
acles of his grace that he was to work in human lives 
during the summer. There were to be more experi- 
ences of the same wonderful sort that had been so 
graciously given in the memorable journeys of 1920 
and 1925, first in the Far East, and then in Great 
Britain and. Belgium. God’s best for his children is 
never in the past, and his resources are never ex- 
hausted. 

As our train pulled in at the handsome. station at 
Los Angeles, an hour later than schedule time because 
we were on the second section, a warm friend and 
loyal “booster” of The Sunday School Times was 
there to meet us, Dr. Stewart P. MacLennan of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood. And from 
that moment, on the Fourth of July, until we said 
good-by to the MacLennan family seven weeks later 
at Victoria, British Columbia, this great-hearted 
Christian man and minister lavished upon us a hos- 
pitality, a genuine kindness and thoughtfulness shown 
in a thousand ways, which account for the spiritual 
ministry of his famous church that was described in 
The Sunday School. Times. of January 29, 1927, under 
the title “Efficiency for Christ in the City of Make 
Believe.” : 

The church was our home and headquarters. all. the 


time we were in Southern California. The entire 
church staff showed. the same tireless spirit as their 
pastor in eagerly doing all in their power to make 
our stay delightful and worth while. Dr. MacLennan 
put an automobile at our disposal for the summer; he 
gave me a room in the church offices for my editorial 
work; and ‘his secretary, Miss Dorothy Drew, took 
charge of my correspondence and other editorial work 
in dictation, so that we had a veritable Pacific Coast 
Branch Office of The Sunday School Times at Holly- 
wood. And many others of the staff and the church 
took us into their hearts and homes and made us feel 
as members of that great church family. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood was 
founded only a quarter of a century ago. Its first 
pastor, Dr. Henry A. Newell, was called to be with 
the Lord in the midst of his pastorate in 1910. Dr. 
MacLennan, called to the church in 1920, has built 
on the faithful foundations of his predecessors, for 
the church has always “proclaimed the Word of God 
without alloy.” Today there are some 2,300 members, 
and it is a church that not only preaches but also 
teaches the Word and the great doctrines of the faith, 
Bible study goes on indefatigably Sundays and week- 
days. A recent letter from the pastor had this word: 
“Last evening we had 450 young women present at 
the Business Women’s Club, and Miss Mears, our new 
teacher, gave a wonderful evangelistic message. I 
covet your continued prayers for this work.” Rarely 
does one see a church in which effervescent enthu- 
siasm, tireless activity, wise organization, and deep 
spirituality are so combined. 


Unceasing Evangelism Here 


The radio carries the pastor’s message over the air 
to many thousands. And Dr. MacLennan does an 
unusual thing: at the close of every Sunday morning 
and evening preaching service he gives an invitation 
to the people to act on the Good News they have 
just heard, by coming forward either in public ex- 
pression of their acceptance of Christ as Saviour, or 
in renewal of their Christian vows, or, if having no 
church home, in expression of their wish to connect 
themselves with this church. A service rarely passes 
without an open response to these invitations, and 
sometimes the scene is a touching one indeed as souls 
are saved, gladly accepting the gift of God in Christ 
Jesus. The year 1927-28 recorded 363 persons, or an 
average of one a day, brought into the church fellow- 
ship, and of these 152 came on confession of their 
faith in Christ as Saviour. 

The Foreword of the latest Directory of the church 
contains the statement: “However, the emphasis is 
not on size but on spirituality of service. After en- 
trance into membership the first question that faces 
each one is: ‘And who, then, is willing to consecrate 
his service this day unto the Lord?’ And, by the 
grace of God, men and women have been raised up 
and banded together to do His perfect will. With 
‘Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone,’ 
we pray that the First Presbyterian Church of Holly- 
wood may stand throughout all time until He come, 
a light that fadeth not in the deepening shadows.” 
Pastor and church rejoice in “that blessed hope” of 
our Lord’s return, and at the time of the World’s 
Sunday School Convention in Los Angeles, last July, 
Dr. MacLennan preached a series of sermons on the 
keynote of the Convention, “Thy Kingdom Come.” 

The pastor keeps close to the people not only of his 
church but of the community and the whole great 
city af Los Angeles, of which Hollywood is a part. 
Peculiarly is this true of his contacts with men. It 
was inevitable that such a Scot as a Stewart Mac- 
Lennan should be called “Mac” by his men friends, 
and so the formation some years ago of a men’s club 
calling themselves “Macsmen” was not surprising. 
This club is an enormous success today, and a large 
factor in the life of the church, though including 
many members who are not members of the First 
Church. It is primarily a social organization, holding 
monthly dinners the second Monday evening of the 
month. The club now numbers some 1,300 members, 
and the meetings and dinners are held in one of the 
spacious basement rooms of the church. They are 
times of good fellowship and getting acquainted, with 
exceptional addresses by public speakers on travel; 
nature study, and any other subjects in which men 
are legitimately interested. 

The singing on these occasions is a feature in itself, 
and is led by the church choirmaster, Mr. J. B. Neild, 
who is an exceptional asset in the church’s spiritual 
life. Born in Manchester, England, Mr: Neild is the 
son-of a Baptist minister who received training under 
Spurgeon: He grew up in the rich, cultural atmos- 
phere of Old England, a child of the manse, and from 
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earliest times became imbued with the best in Eng- 
land’s church music. They were a musical family, his 
brothers now all being church organists in England, 
and he having begun his organ playing at twelve years 
of age. Coming to Canada twenty years ago he 
entered Brandon College to train for the ministry; 
but his old love for the organ came back and he 
took up church music. ‘He has served as director of 
music in some of the largest churches in Canada, hav- 
ing been at one time associated with Charles W. Gor- 
don (“Ralph Connor’) in various missions; he was 
Chairman of the Committee on Hymnody for the 
United Church of Canada, and organist for the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, And 
now Hollywood has him in its First Church. His 
personal fellowship meant much to me while I was 
there. 

Let no one suppose that the men’s club, the Macs- 
men, is content with being merely’ a social organiza- 
tion. It is a recruiting agency for the Men’s Bible 
Class, taught by the pastor, and better still for eternal 
life by confession of Christ as Saviour. I had the 
honor of election as.a member of the Macsmen Club 
as Mrs. Trumbull and I attended the annual ladies’ 
dinner in August,,and after my return to Philadelphia 
itt September I received & notice reading as follows: 


A MAN’S DAY! 
Tue Date: Sunday, September 23, 1928. 


“Tue Time: 10.30 A, M. 
bee PLACE: irst Presbyterian Church of Holly- 
w 


Tue Event: The largest gathering of Macsmen and 
their men friends ever yet congregated at one time and 
im one place. On this day Dr. Stewart P. MacLennan, 
our beloved “MAC,” returns from his summer vacation, 
refreshed and ready with new. vigor to continue his great 
ministry of chasing the Devil out of Hollywood: He will 
preach a special sermon for men. The entire lower 
auditorium of the church will be reserved for men, and we 
will march in a body, 1,200 strong, thus exemplifying our 
motto. Keep this cooneruent inviolate, and bring with 
you every man friend of your acquaintance. 


“That the workers in this church are clear on the 
Gospel and keen on soul-winning is seen from an in- 
teresting conversation the pastor’s secretary, Miss 
Drew, one day had with a newspaper woman. This 
journalist had the usual views of those who are not 
ohly unsaved but cynical and bitter against the truth; 
her conception of God was that of a cruel, wicked 
tyrant, and she said to: Miss Drew: “I am goi 
:tdé join the Damned Souls Society,”—a_ society "ot 


atheists recently formed. 
"To which Miss Drew j scveae replied: “That is 
nét possible. You already. belong.” 


“As the newspaper woman was obviously rather. stun- 
ned by this remark, Miss Drew continued, “You were 
bern into the Damned Souls Society. ‘ You don’t 
have to join it. The society you need to join is‘ the 
Seciety of Saved: Souls, through faith in the Lord 

us. 

“It was a privilege to be asked: to speak in such a 
church as this on’ Victorious Life themes.- My heart 
leaped when the invitation first came to me back in 
tHe spring; and when the time actually came for the 
miessages, [I was indccd “in weakness, and in fear, and 
int much trembling,” and in earnest prayer that I might 
speak “not with enticing’ words of man’s wisdom, but 
itt demonstration of the Spirit and of power,” that 
their “faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
bat in the power of God” (1 Cor. 2: 1-5). 

‘One of the features of this beautiful church audi- 
torium is its Geneva pulpit, which lifts the speaker 
up above the people and gives an unusual opportunity 
to look into their faces and speak to their hearts. 
There were some 1,800 people present that morning, 
the Sunday morning of the World’s Sunday School 
Convention week, July 15. One looked into a veri- 
table sea of faces; there was a microphone just in 
front of me, with its suggestion of a. vast invisible 
audience; and I knew that there were intercessors, 
including a little inner circle of close friends, in dif- 
ferent parts of North America. from Pennsylvania to 
Texas and Minnesota, praying: for. that service and 
message and messenger. 

“The Life that Wins” was the subject; —the Life 
that God offers so freely to all who will receive his 
Son. The Holy Spirit was working powerfully in 
many hearts; deep hunger was evident, and blessing 
was manifest. As the servicé drew to a close I was 
wishing it might be ‘possible to have an. after-meeting 
for those who might wish to linger and perhaps ask 
questions, or seek further light in. prayer. But I 
hardly dared hope such a thing was possible at the 
end of the forenoon of'a crowded Sunday. Without 
a‘ word from me Dr. MacLennan announced to his 
congregation that there would be an after-meeting. 
Both the speaker and the pastor gave the invitation, 
at the close of the church service, for all who would 
receive Christ either as Saviour or as the fullness of 
their life to come forward. Many responded; and 
then came the after-meeting of eager, seeking people, 
where God poured out his continued blessing as ques- 
tions were asked and heart-needs were met. There 
was only one explanation of all this: intercession. by 
faithful children of. God, asking him. to do what no 
orie else could do, He heard and answered. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


At different Wednesday evening meetings during 
the summer I was given the further privilege of bear-- 
ing testimony; first, at Dr. MacLennan’s request, on 
the subject of the Bible as God’s infallible Word, and 
the truth of the Lord’s return; and later a message 
on the Surrendered Life, at which many made an open 
surrender. At one of these midweek prayer-meetings 
there must have been a thousand persons present, and 
Dr. MacLennan graciously made it an occasion for 
telling his people about The Sunday School. Times. 
He. might have been the head of our Circulation De- 
partment, from the enthusiastic way he talked! He 
introduced Mr. D. T. Richman, of the Times. staff, 
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and Mrs. Trumbull, and at the close of the meeting: 
there was a delightful time of social fellowship and 
refreshments. Dr. MacLennan’s mother, Mrs. Mar- 
garet O. Goodner, has had the largest club of Times 
subscribers, in California, and after the meeting she: 
went around and secured more than forty additional. 
subscribers. We: were- most. grateful’ for this unex- 
pected and valued co-operation in extending the min- 
istry of the Times. 
In céming articles Mr. Trumbull will tell-of other ex- 
periences in and.about Los Angeles during the summer; 
of the Victorious Life at. Turlock and Oak- 


Conferences: 
land; and of Christian fellowships and meetings at Mount 
Hermon Conference and in-San Francisco. 








A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students | 


4. Gifts Differing 








Skylight Farm. 
Dear COLLEGE Boy: 

I wonder if anyone was ever quite satisfied with the 
portion he drew when the gifts were passed around. 
For notwithstanding Thomas A. Edison’s oft-quoted 
saying that the only genius that he knows anything about 
is a genius for hard work, and despite much similar 
testimony from other men. who have arrived, I am 
convinced and se are you that most of us are born 
with a bent. I don’t remember ever. deliberately mem- 
orizing a verse of Scripture, and I’ve spent very little 
time canning and preserving poetry, yet I can reel 
off yards of both; but I wept over long division, 
stoically endured algebra, liked geometry because the 
figures looked neat, and always wondered how I 
blundered upon a perfect grade in my final trigo- 
nometry examination, rank opportunist that I was, 
judging that to be the expedient moment to -bow 
myself gracefully out of the mathematics department. 
But down in.my secret heart I have always felt the posses- 
sion of a ready memory and a readier tongue a cheap 
gift compared with that of a logical mind. I am, 
for instance, green with envy of the beautiful. order- 
liness with which a genius like Charles Evans Hughes 
can think a problem through and then with crystal 
clearness. express his conclusions, 

I’ve seen this matter of diversity of ministration 
dramatically presented on the football field at D—— 
this season: We have missed only one of the games 
on the home field ‘and that was the day: when. the boys 
played the most critical- game of the year in-a sea 
of slime with wet snow sifting down the craning necks 
of the rooters, Only a brave fan could weather such 
odds, and the team, playing in oilskins, nearly failed 
of the one precious touchdown of the game because 
their breeches proved unequal to the strain and hero 
after hero had to be “pulled” for repairs. 

Two figures inside the ropes have held special sig- 
nificance for meé,. though neither .furnishes the best 
of copy for the sports reporter. One of them is a big, 
beefy fellow who holds down an. important place in 
the line. And when I say “holds down” speak 
advisedly. Blocking him must feel- like running into- 
a prize Angus. But when speed is required at his 
position, or the demand is for. quick head work there 
has to be a shift in the line. Early in the school year 
I heard one of the deans say, “I look for X— to last 
about one season. He has the frame all right, but he 
hasn’t the head.” The other chap I mentioned will 
never even put on the coveted jersey, a slight lad with 
a thin, keen face and a cheery grin. . When after.a 
hard scrimage some warrior remains prone on the 
turf, first aid kit in hand, Y— goes limping briskly 
across the field on a pair. of sadly mismated legs. 
Some one sitting near me at the first game said, 
“There’s Y—, poor kid! ‘He’s crazy about football. 
Infantile paralysis. They always let him pack the 
first aid kit at high school.”. Some weeks ago the 
boy I know best suffered a badly sprained knee and 
had to watch his rather thin chance for winning a 
letter go up in smoke. “Y— gave me such a jolly grin 
of comradeship,” he said, “whenever he met me hob- 
bling round after that.” 

As 
standards, always, I rejoice to say, unimpeachable at 
D—, call for Spartan action on the part of certain 
faculty members who are just as eager for the cham- 
pionship laurels as are the boys themselves. . Conse- 
quently the coach recently caused to be posted on 
the bulletin board in the gym a pair of very long 
ears and underneath a warning list entitled, “Jackass 
Club.” Sad to say, the list contained some names 
well known to the sporting page. One youth upon 
meeting X— called out rather brutally, “Hey,. have 
you joined the new club?” “No, I haven't,” he snap- 
ped, “and I don’t intend to if I can help it.” 

Poor Limpy, with his brave smile hiding a lifelong 
heartache! . Poor Lumpy, with. the grim shadow of 
the Jackass Club always falling over his shoulder! 
I’ve a fellow feeling for both of them, for I, -toe, 


the climax of the season approaches, scholastic 


have my handicaps_and my perennial yearnings. And 
who has not? My father, when I complained, used 
to be fond of saying that the shortest poem in all 
literature was, 
“Adam had ’em!” 

Of Adam’s unsatisfied yearnings it seems. impossible 
to get an intimate “close-up” since he left no written 
record; but Solomon for all. his unrivaled) wisdom 
and wealth and power writes most dismally that “all” 
is vanity and a striving after wind.”. The prince and 
the pauper, ever since there have been paupers and 
princes, have been wont to look covetously each on the 
other’s advantages. So. what can.you and I ‘expect? 
And what is the conclusion of the whole. matter? 

Of course Solomon’s “Fear God, and keep. his. com- 
mandments; for this is the whole duty .of man” will 
always remain the major conclusion, the panacea- for 
man’s fretful crying after the moon. But there are 
a. number of secondary conclusions that I myself 
need. to. review. frequently. . Let’s look them over.. 

There’s a deal of stimulus to-be get from the works 
of poet and essayist, but the court of last appeal in 
every question is always God’s Word, and there I go 


first. I find the apostle Paul uttering: perhaps the: 
fewest: vain regrets. of any mo man, and: that in 
spite-of a list of hardships and hi - that would” 


surely have~sent me in sackcloth -te--the: ash: heap. 
The only real heartbreak I‘ recall in. alf -Paul’s writ-: 
ings is his lament -over the apostasy of his race and. 
even that ends in a note: of triumphant hope. 

Some people will tell. that you can never--make 
the best of your gifts you Jearn: utterly: to. ignore 
the grandstand, but I question that:a. little. .The: sort « 
of thing. that is known as grandstand play is, of 
course, ine and. unworthy and often ends in ignominy, 
But most of us have our little: bunch:of rooters who 
have a right to expect of us no less than:our very best,‘ 
and keeping them in mind helps us to make the -grade- 
—even though we may be in number of those Jame: 
ducks whose best is to sit patiently;:game after game;: ; 
on the bench, perhaps to be put in for five minutes 
now and then to rest a star or to finisha game already. 
won, -And Paul speaks in one of: his’ most: stirring 
passages of a great cloud of witnesses whose presence 
challenges us to lay off every ounce of éencumberance 
and.run with all there is in us; Can there be a worse 
encumberance, think you, than a mutinous dissatisfac- 
tion with one’s assigned place in the line? 

Here’s another cheering hint from the same author, 
spoken for the good of certain who craved promotion:- 
“Godliness with contentmient is great gain.” People 
who possess those two invaluable assets, whether they 
ever receive applause or not, are the balance wheels 
of- society. My alma mater passed, not” long: since,: 
through a dangerous crisis when the old school came 
perilously near going on the rocks financially. and’ rode 
out the storm only through being taken: in tow by a 
rigidly uncompromising Fundamentalist group: who 
dared the scoffs and jeers and. doubts:and fears of a 
multitude of critics, and who made her over into what 
already promises to be a great Fundamentalist univer- 
sity. During the darkest days of transition a certain 
Dean of Engineering merited, and won, I trust, the-: 
gratitude of every one who knows him. He always 
seems to radiate godliness and contentment and con- 
fidence. He puts on his cheery smile when he rises 
in the morning and he wears it through the blackest 
day. The head coach said of him, “You simply have 
to go ahead and win. Dean —— would put hope- into 
a dead man.” Yet this same dean never delivers a 
preachment in chapel. He confided to a friend- one 
day, “That’s one of the things I simply can’t do, so 
TI don’t try.” : 

Robert Browning is probably, all in all; the cheeriest 
poet in.our language. Here’s a wholesome suggestion 
of his for the heart that craves the larger gifts. As 
usual, his.very unexpectedness brings you to attention. 
What. I aspired to be, . ; : 

Atid. was not; comforts ‘me. 
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Lesson: for December 30: 


Review 


You'll--have to think-a- while--before -you-get to the 
bottom of that; but listen to this: 


All I could never be, 
All men ignored in: me, 
This, I was worth to God, whose wheel the pitcher shaped. 


That old, old figure ~of the clay and. the potter 
takes us back to Paul: “Hath not-the potter a right 
over the clay?” If you and I are fashioned only for 
humble kitchen utensils, let’s be the most serviceable 
crocks in the whole pantry. Let’s not brood over those 
unsatisfied ambitions; but neither need we utterly dis- 
card them. Study them. Perhaps they are God-given, 
for a purpose some day to be revealed. Browning 
again: “Yet gifts should prove their use.” Even 
homely ones. Let’s make the most of ours and cry, 


Perfect I call thy plan: 
Thanks that I was a man! 
Maker, remake, complete, —I trust what thou shalt do! 
Your friend, 
Tue Farm MoraHer. 
we 


The Class Takes Its Medicine 
By Guy A. Ourand 


NE of the important phases of Sunday-school 

class work is looking after absentees. The 
Vaughn Class of Calvary Baptist Church in Wash- 
ington, D. C., is trying a unique method along this 
line. About twice a year the members of the class 
are given an opportunity to “take their own medi- 
cine.” 

A small slip of paper with the typewritten name and 
address of a member of the class who has been ab- 
sent for several Sundays is placed in a gelatinous 
capsule, such as is in common use for containing an 
unpleasant dose of medicine. ‘These slips of paper 
are of various colors to designate the four séctions 
into which the city of Washington is divided. White 
paper may indicate that the person named on it lives 
in the northwest: section of the city; blue, the north- 
east; pink, the southwest; and yellow, the southeast 
section. ‘This color scheme is used so that the men 
who’ are willing to call upon an absentee may, before 
the capsule is opened, be able to know that the ad- 
dress is in the same: part of town in which they 
themselves reside.. Capsules containing information 
about those members living in the suburbs are kept 
separately. These little containers are placed in a 
box and passed to the men. This speculative feature 
of drawing names seems to give added zest to a task 
which is not always a welcome one to class members. 

The purpose of this calling campaign is to ascertain 
whether the missing one has left the city, has: joined 
another ‘school, has lost interest in all religious 
schools, or if,: perchance, he has a grievance that 
should be looked into. 

Until recently it was a problem for the Vaughn 
Class, with its average attendance of nearly three 
hundred, to obtain a‘correct list of the members pres- 
ent each Sunday morning. As the services of the 
class are held in the church auditorium an accurate 
record was almost impossible. But, some time ago, 
a plan was inaugurated that is working successfully. 
A sheet of paper is attached to stiff cardboard holding 
a pencil. These various sheets, to the number of 
probably thirty, are passed quickly and without con- 
fusion through the gathering, and those present write 
their name and address. They are collected and the 
result is a record for the class secretary. 


WASHINGTON. 








Moment Meditations 
By I. Lilias Trotter 











“These Three Men” 


“Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and 
Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own 
souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord God” 
(Ezek. 14: 14). 


HY these three? What singles them out into the 

honor of being ideal intercessors, able to go into 
the gaps and make up the hedge for the house of 
Israel ? 

It would seem that it was because these three men 
had learned in a special way “to stand” —“To stand 
in the battle in the day of the Lord” (Ezek. 13:5). 

It was for each of them a long stand, and through 
a day weary in its length if they had not been draw- 
ing from the fountain of life. Noah’s stand was 
against the flesh — rampant in its defiance of God for 
an hundred and twenty years. Daniel’s stand through 
his whole life was against the worldliness of the court 
of king after king. Job’s, the intense strife of stand- 
ing against all the assaults that the Devil could bring 
against him, body and soul. 

They suffered being tempted, and they stood through 
the suffering. They’ paid the price for having power 
with God and with man. They paid it, all unknowing 
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what the outcome would be—that if anyone could 
have saved their people from the impending curse, they 
would have been the ones chosen. 

“Stand therefore” ! 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Now my problem is this: The Bible 
tells us to obey our husbands in all things. We are to 
keep the Sabbath day holy as the commandments tell us. 
If I obey my husband I would be breaking that command- 
ment, because he does not want me to attend Sunday eve- 
ning services but thinks that that is the night we ought 
to have company and also go calling. My husband, who 
is not a Christian and who has been raised as a Catholic 
{but does not believe in it), thinks that once a day is 
sufficient to attend services. He does not attend 
church because they do not believe in any amusements 
in the church, but preach the full Gospel and are a very 
spiritual lot of people. Now he says if I go to churck 
on Sunday evening be will go out nights (which he rarely 
does) if I do not stop it. To keep peace I did stop it, 
but I don’t feel right about it, and yet I do not want 
to cause trouble in the home. I have tried to reason with 
him in the best way I know how, and am praying that 
the Lord may lead me to know just what. stand to take. 
I am praying for his conversion and do not want to do 
anything to hinder it. Won’t you please pray for me 
and for him, that it will all turn out right and for the 
best, and give me your answer as to whom I am to obey 
in this matter?—A MOTHER. 


It pring FRIEND: Your problem is one that God 
can give you wisdom to settle better than any 
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human person. To disrupt a home is a very serious 
business. The power of mother and wife is unques- 
tionably the strongest influence in the household. A 
sweet spirit to a husband will win him to do some 
things which you can ‘never force him to do, and 
through prayer you can change the whole atmosphere 
of the home. The conversion of that husband is your 
first privilege and duty, and to love him into the atti- 
tude of willingness to respect Sunday I do not feel 
will be a hard thing to do. Be careful how you make 
a breach between yourselves, for he is the father of 
your little ones, and you must show yourself a loving 
wife as well as a loving mother. I do not know of 
any place in the Bible where it is commanded of us 
to go to church in the evening. You may prefer to 
go, but if you have been absent from him to go to the 
morning service it may be well to remain with him 
for the other hours, even though it costs you a sacri- 
fice. Your problem is one in which God can do more 
for you than anyone else, and he will give you hourly 
guidance if you will live with him in this interest. 
Oh, my dear friend, pray your husband into the 
kingdom, and let that very work of praying mellow 
your own heart and life so that you will not allow any 
controversy to be in the home. If you once let it have 
a place in the home it is so hard to eradicate it, and 
it is so hard to bring peace and tranquillity in again. 
If you are married to a man who is not a Christian 
you must expect to have to give up some things that 
you might prefer. Too late to help that now, but you 
can do as you are told in.1 Corinthians 7:13, 14; 
your relation with him can be sanctified, and God will 
do the impossible thing, which your prayers can bring 
to pass. Bring your husband to Christ by your life 
and by your prayers. Do not rest day or night until 
the Lord gives you the desires of your heart in this 
matter. May God help you to see clearly his will 
for this condition in your home, and through the wis- 
dom given you from above may you make no mistake 
that would cause any unhappiness in the family. life. 
It is too serious and the enemy would be so pleased 
to do-it. Keep all friction out by constant prayer 
and living with the power of the Holy Spirit in you. 








Light on predestination 
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Our Assurance of Infant Salvation 


By Arno C. Gaebelein, D.D. 
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Only the Word of God can give comfort and assurance as to the salvation of those dying in infancy. But lead- 
ing Bible teachers who have searched the Scriptures find convincing statements there, and the Times is 
publishing an unusual series of studies on this subject of profound interest. Articles have already appeared by 
Drs. Lewis Sperry Chafer and William L. Pettingill ; others will be published by Dr. James M. Gray, President 
of Moody Bible Institute ; Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge, Professor of Systematic Theology, Princeton Theological 
Seminary ; and the Rev. William W. Rugh, Associate Dean, Bible Institute of Pennsylvania. 


year-old baby after a brief illness. In some way 

this sorrowing mother heard of the belief of 
certain teachers that God elected, before the founda- 
tion of the world, that countless human beings should 
be forever lost and that infants were included. 

She wrote us in a frantic way: “If this is really 
true, what about my darling baby? How do I know 
whether she has gone to Heaven or is forever lost? 
Could God be so cruel and give me a child and then 
take it away with no hope of ever meeting her again?” 

But the horrible theory that God predestinated hu- 
man. beings and innocent children to be forever lost 
is a miserable theological invention which is nowhere 
taught in God’s Word. It is written of God our 
Saviour, “Who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth’ (1 Tim. 
2:4). Since he wills the salvation of all men, he has 
not willed the damnation of any. When men are not 
saved, it is because they do not want to be saved. 
“Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life” 
(John 5:40). It is the choice of God to do good 
where and how he pleases; it is never the purpose of 
his will to hate any man. There is no such doctrine 
in the Bible. The sentence “I loved Jacob, and I 
hated Esau” is not written in Genesis, the first book 
of the Old Testament, but in the last, Malachi. We 
could conceive nothing more dreadful than if this were 
written in Genesis. Scripture never represents God 
as saying, before the child was born and had mani- 
fested his iniquity and hateful pride, “I hated Esau.” 

What did our gracious Lord have to say about 
young children? “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Then he took them 
up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed 
them. Again we read, “Even so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little 
ones should perish” (Matt. 18:14). And he also 
said, “Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father which 


Sera years ago a mother had lost her one- 





is in heaven” (Matt. 18:10). Surely these passages 
show clearly that our Lord loved children, that he 
received them and blessed them. If he received them 
here in his loving arms, will he reject them in 
Heaven? Assuredly not. 
It is true small children have a fallen nature. They 
were conceived and born in sin. But they are not 
responsible for having such a nature, nor does God 
hold anyone responsible for having a nature of sin. 
‘We are responsible for the outworking of that nature 
and the rejection of the salvation that he offers in 
his Son, our Lord. Up to a certain age children have 
no responsibility because they do not know the differ- 
ence between right and wrong; they are irresponsible. 
If infants and small children in their irresponsible 
state were lost when they die it would be a blot 
upon the just and righteous character of God. The 
blessed sacrificial work of the Lord Jesus Christ 
covers them. They belong in virtue of that finished 
work to the kingdom of God. 
David lost an infant by death. He had fasted and 
prayed, but when the news reached him, the child 
is dead, he worshiped and said, “I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me” (2 Sam. 12:.16-23). 
Compare with this his heart rending lamentation over 
his wicked son Absalom. He knew he would meet 
the babe again, but Absalom had ended his life with 
the greatest tragedy of human existence, the loss of 
his soul. Sorrowing parents, ye who weep because 
your little ones were called away, you shall meet 
them in that coming day! 
Perhaps the following will be more helpful than ald 
we have written. Robert Robinson had lost his child. 
seve the little grave on the tombstone, he put these 
ines : 
Beneath this stone an infant’s ashes lie— 
Say is it lost or saved? 

If death’s by sin, it sinned, for it lies here! 

If Heaven’s by works, in Heaven it can’t appear. 
O reason how depraved ! 

Revere the sacred page—the knot’s untied! 

It died, for Adam sinned —it lives, for Jesus died! 

New York City. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 30. REVIEW: PAUL, THE WORLD CHRISTIAN 


International Uniform Lesson 


Golden Text.—For to me to live is Christ.—Phil. 1: 21 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 7 

The saints of God, their conflict past, 

And life’s long battle won at last; 

No more they need the shield or sword, 

They cast them down before their Lord: 

Oh, happy saints, forever blest, 

At Jesus’ feet how safe your rest! 
—W. D. Maclagan. 


Review Lesson 

Let us begin as usual by recalling the lessons of 
the Quarter. 

1. Ephesus. The mob. 

2. Spiritual. gifts. 

3. Christian stewardship. 

4 The last journey to Jerusalem. 

5. Love. The fulfilling of the law. 

6. Peace toward all men. 

7. Arrested at Jerusalem. 

8. Paul’s prayer life. 

9. Paul before his judges. 

10. The journey to Rome. 

11. Paul and his friends. 

12. Paul’s last message. 


The first and obvious division to be made in this 
list of lessons is between those that tell of Paul’s 
relationship to his friends and those that speak of 
him in contact with his enemies. And as every one 
sooner or later learns to experience something of 
the meaning of both of these in life, the Review lesson 
ought to yield us opportunities to give practical sug- 
gestions to our pupils. 

1. The Christian life in contact with its friends. 

1. The first lesson to be learned here is the warm- 
hearted affection Paul evinced for his friends (see 
Lesson 4). Coolness and aloofness are no part of 
the consecrated Christian life. Paul’s first love was 
given to his Lord. But just because he loved Christ 
so much he loved his fellow Christians deeply and 
sincerely. We must remember that Paul lived in an 
Eastern land and that Orientals are much less re- 
strained in their expressions, whether of grief or joy, 
than we Westerners are. See Acts 20:37. Yet 
among us there are lonely and needy hearts to whom 
a touch of sympathy and understanding would come 
as cheer and invigoration. All we have to take care 
of is that we do not inadvertently attract our friends 
to ourselves rather than to the Lord Jesus. 

2. The next lesson to be taken up is the one that 
tells. us of Paul’s Christian sympathy (lesson 11). 
Sympathy is a practical thing and noc a mere matter 
of sentimentality. Paul’s sympathy with Onesimus 
led him first of all to labor for his conversion. And 
then when that was accomplished he went on to show 
him. the necessity of getting right with his master: 
Paul’s sympathy with Philemon led him to take care 
again that Philemon should do the right thing when 
he was confronted by the opportunity afforded him 
through the courage and devotion of Onesimus. It 
needed courage, let us remember, for the runaway 
to go back, for slave laws were very severe, and 
Onesimus had rendered himself liable to death by his 
crime. But Paul the sympathetic took endless trouble 
over the matter. In particular, sympathy meant the 
writing of the exquisite. Epistle to Philemon. We 
may ask ourselves and our pupils the question, How 
far do our letters reveal the spirit of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

3: From this we naturally turn to Paul’s prayer 
life. Especially “notice that. Paul’s prayers were not 
all for himself, —they. were mainly for others.» We 
might well compare some of these prayers of Paul 
(lessons 8 to 12) with the model given us by the 
Lord Jesus. We might note that in both cases .it is 
not so much the concerns of the one praying that 
are thought about but the glory of God and the help 
and blessing of others. We have not learned to pray 
until we have learned to pray for others. We might 
take opportunity here to suggest to our older scholars 
the plan of. making a prayer list for their use. Such 
a list might be arranged to cover a week at a time. 
It might be divided into two sections, one to contain 
the names of people personally known for whom 
prayer is to be made, the other containing the titles 
of missions and causes. The seven days of the week 
might well be mapped out so as to cover the whole 
world. 


Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


1. October 7.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 19: 1-41; Ephesians 4: 1-16 
Golden Text: Ephesians 2: 10 
2. October 14.—Spiritual Gifts ....... 1 Corinthians 12.to 14 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 13: 13 
3. October 21.—Christian Stewardship 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9: 15 
Golden Text: 2 Corinthians 8:5 
4. October 28.—Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem 
Acts :1 to 21:17; 2 Corinthians 11 : 28 
Golden Text: Acts 20: 35 
5. November 4.—World’s Temperance Sunday 
Romans 13 : 1-14 
Golden Text: Romans 13: 10 
6. November 11.—Peace and Good Will Among: Men 
Romans 12: 1-21 
Golden Text: Romans 12: 21 
7. November 18.—Paul’s Experiences in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to ag: 35 
Golden Text: Ephesians 6: 10 
8. November 25.—The Prayers of: Paul. (May be used as. 2 
Thanksgiving Lesson.) Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 1 : 8-10; 
Ephesians 1 : 15-23; 3 : 14¢41;.1 Thessa:onians:1 : 2-5 
Golden Text> 1 Thessalonians 5 : 16-18 
9. December 2.—Paul Before His Judges. Acts 24:: 1 to 26: 32 
Golden Text: Acts 26:19 
10. December 9.—Paul Goes to Rome 
Acts 27:1 to 2:31; Romans 1 : 8-15; Philippians 1 : 12-14 
Golden Text: Romans 1 : 16 
11, December 16.—Paul and His Friends 
Acts 20 : 36-38; Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philem, 
Golden Text: Proverbs 17:17 
12, December 23. Paul’s Last Message ....2 Timothy 4 : 1-18 
Goiden Text: 2 Timothy 4:7 
Or, 


Christmas Lesson.—The Birth of Jesus......... Luke 2.: 1-20 
Golden Text: Luke a: 11 
13. December 30.—Review: Paul, the World Christian 
Golden Text: Philippians 1 : 21 








4. From prayer we pass to teaching (lessons 2 and 
3). Praying for people naturally leads to the desire 
to help them. And so Paul not only prayed for his 
friends but sought opportunity to teach them. Two 
special topics of such teaching are brought before us 
in this Review, spiritual gifts and money. The point 
to be emphasized for our scholars is the simple one 
that Paul was just passing on to others what God 
had taught him. Also'we may point out how Paul 
led his friends to follow his own example in these 
important matters. This will lead up to the question 
we must urge upon our pupils, How far are we. help- 
ing our friends to be better? Such help can. never 
come in the Pharisaic way of priggishness. It can 
only come as the Christian, in self-forgetting love, is 
kept walking closely with the Lord. 

5. This brings us to the final section of this division 
of our Review. Love is the fulfilling of the law (les- 
son §). As Christians we are bound to obey our. Master. 
And he said, “A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another” (John 13:34). Love fulfills 
his command, and nothing else does. Love means do- 
ing our very best for others. 





Paul’s Secret of Power 
By Amos R. Wells 


NCE was a man for whom to live was Christ! 

For all his life this gloriously sufficed, — though 
other powers failed and joys were dim,— this only: 
-he in Christ and Christ in him! For him to live 
was Christ. When peril reared its horrid front he 
never stayed or feared. Christ was his stronghold 
whither he could go, and laugh defiance at the 
fiercest foe. For him to. live was Christ. When 
friends were far, and all the human helps that 
dearest are, he had a Comrade, an unfailing Friend, 
his ally and his solace to the end. For him to live 
was Christ. .When need oppressed, when Poverty 
was his unsmiling guest, he knew no want, for 
Christ was boundless wealth, his food, his fire, his 
shelter, and his health. For him to live was Christ. 
When creeping sin gnawed at his door and strove 
to enter in, Christ was his barrier; in him secure, he 
kept his spirit sweet and strong and pure. We praise 
the apostle for his matchless power, his courage ever 
firm in danger’s hour, his wisdom ever true, his love 
unpriced; but most of all we praise the apostle’s 

Christ ! 
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This best can express itself in all the four ways 
which our lesson has already brought before us. But 
whatever else there is to. be done in any case love 
will. not rest satisfied until it has been done. And 
this whether in the way of positive- doing: good: or, 
as specially suggested in our fifth lesson, in-the way. 
of negatively abstaining from doing anything that 
might harm. 


II. The Christian life in contact with enemies. 


We must be careful in the presentation of this 
lesson. It may very well be in God’s mercy that many 
of our pupils scarcely know what is meant by an 
enemy. In such. cases we do not’ want to anticipate 
trying experiences that. will come soon enough. A 
little child who has nevér been frightened is disposed 
to regard. everybody as a friend.- And we must not 
disturb that serenity before God's time: 

On. the other hand, especially. with our older boys 
and girls, there may be those who: are beginning to 
experience: the bitterness of personal hostility. It will 
be a.blessing if in such cases the hostility is due to 
their personal loyalty to the Lord: Jesus. Such. may: 
well. be heartened by our lesson, There may be others 
to. whom. the recognition of the world’s hostility. ‘has. 
come. simply through the pressure and competition of 
life. It is for us to remember that all life is: meant 
to come under the rule of the Lord. Jesus and’ that 
God’s, Word has an application to each. set of cir- 
cumstances. 


t. We note that love is not to be overcome of: evil 
(lesson. 6).. There is only one way. by: which. the 
Christian can conquer his foes, and that. is by. the 
weapon. of love. That love may exhibit itself: in 
bravery. against a mob (lesson. 1), or in: calm. con- 
stancy in the face of plots (lesson.7), or in: preaching 
the- Gospel even. before hostile and. unsympathetic 
judges (lesson.9), or in the misery and discomfort of 
the storm and shipwreck (lesson. 10). Into these 
varied and trying experiences it will be inspiring to 
trace out how Paul consistently acted. according to 
the law of love. 

Thus we turn at last to discover the secret of the 
man’s greatness and. goodness and charm. And. we 
may find it to be in the one saying of the apostle, “To 
me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1: 21). 


Final Word 


O Master, may we follow him, 
Most humbly, as he followed: Thee ; 
Nor let the Gospel torch. grow. dim, 
But quenchless: flash o’er land. and sea. 
; —Bishop  Bickersteth. 
Tunsripce WELLS, Enc. 


i. + 
Questions for Teacher and. Class 


The. method of providing these questions is an ‘unusual. 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several’ members of 
The Suriday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and- the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them: see whether they can 
discover the answers as ‘given in the following issue? 


Wit ministries of Paul are covered by the lessons 
of the Quarter? 

2. What special days have appropriate lessons in this 
Quarter ? 

3. What principal cities are mentioned in the career 
of the apostle in the lessons of the Quarter? 

4. How many of the lessons are taken from the writ- 
ings Of the apostle? 

5. What activity of Paul’s is still. vitally effective in 
the lives of Christians? 

6. What chtirches were founded by ‘Paul, on his mis- 
sionary travels 

7. What do you consider the greatest contribution of 
Paul to Christianity ? 

8. What do you think Paul considered the greatest 
event or moment in his own life? 

9. How would you justify the title, “Paul, the World 
Christian” ? : 

19. Name some of the cardinal Christian virtues which 
these lessons clearly show animated Paul’s life. 

11. According to Paul’s own testimony, when was he 
strongest? And why? 

12. What should we do with our weakness in order 
that the power of Christ may invest it? 


_ 13. What did Paul value most, and what was he will- 
ing to make any sacrifice to obtain? 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 





Lesson for December 30 
Review 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teach- 


ing. A 











HILE we are concluding the study of the life 
Wr work of the apostle Paul with this Quarter, 
we shall recognize as we come to the Review of the 
Quarter that not all of the lessons have been planned 
with this study as the one purpose. Some lessons have 
been integrated with the writings of the apostle, with 
the evident intention of finding in his Epistles that 
which will support the dominant purpose of certain 
-anniversary days. This could not be done so well 
with the Christmas Jesson which comes to us from 
the Gospel of Luke in some of the classic phrases 
familiar to us from childhood, but there are two suc- 
cessive lessons to which this remark applies. The 
lesson for the World’s Temperance Sunday and the 
one for Armistice Day are evidently selected on this 
basis, and we may speculate that perhaps the thought 
of Paul’s contribution to World Temperance and to 
World Peace, together with his wide outreach of 
missionary travel, led to.the. suggestion of “Paul, the 
World Chtistian” as the title of the Review lesson. 
It is to be noted, however, that the Temperance les- 
son is focused more upon obedience to law than upon 
temperance directly, no doubt because this has become 
the vital matter in our own land in accomplishing 
national prohibition. It is not so clear, however, 
that this furnishes the best basis for a World’s Tem- 
perance lesson. Another lesson of the series that may 
be regarded as a special one, though the. emphasis 
upon Thanksgiving is not outstanding, is the one upon 
the Prayers of Paul, located near our national Thanks- 

ivi y: 
- Aside from these special lessons, we have a record 
of Paul’s contacts with the cities of Ephesus, Jeru- 
salem, Czsarea, and Rome, and three additional les- 
sons from his Epistles, including the famous thirteenth 
of Corinthians, his brief letter’ to Philemon, and his 
emphasis upon the important theme of Christian stew- 
ardship. 

HuntTiInopon, Pa. 


*” 
The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Paul im Ephesus (Acts 19: 1-41; Eph. 
4:1-16). In Ephesus they were working the same 
tricks that are worked now. There is nothing new 
in deviltry since Satan tried to head off the Church 
of Christ. The Pentagon Preacher is a rare product, 
like the Dodo.. You.can’t often. find apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, pastor, and teacher, all under one hat. Yet 
some churches start out to find the bird. When Jona- 
than Edwards preached on “The Sinner in the Hands 
of an Angry God” history does not state that he shed 
tears for the sinner. And that’s the difference! 

Lesson 2.—Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor. 12 to 14). We 
gave you this lesson from Florida orange groves and 
from under balmy skies: We saw in the far South 
“the same spirit” of helpfulness that underlies Amer- 
ica, with all her faults. We met in this lesson the 
Jazz Twins, Sounding Brass and Tinkling Cymbals, 
the fellows who like to hear* themselves talk. Love 
is the dearest thing in the world, and yet is the only 
thing you get for nothing. Faith and Hope are cheap. 
Love is rare and dear and free. 


Lesson_3.—Christian Stewardship (2 Cor. 8:1 to 
9:15). Life is not “a great adventure” if you do 
not wish to have it so. Life is a sure thing. “Give 
yourself.” God takes. care of- his own property. 
“Consecration meetings” do not always consecrate. 
In this world you get what you give, both on the 
farm and in the garden or in the business. Those 
who. give little have accomplished little. Cheerful 


giving is a scarce article. 

Lesson 4.—Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem (Acts 
20:1 to 21:17; 2 Cor. 11: 28). The secret of success- 
ful ‘preaching: and teaching is to have it’ wet with 
tears. The little place is the efficient place, whether 


little college’ or little’ Sunday-school. Jesus at the _ 
well. Jesus with Nicodemus. To be free, travel “on 


your own.” The sorriest place in life is the dependent 


place. The Christian is the real independent. 


Lesson 5.—World’s Temperance Sunday (Rom. 
13:1-14).. .The fashionable folk in these United 
States, and not the great common people, are those 
who refuse to be “subject to the higher powers.” 
These are the bootleggers’ best customers, the boot- 
leggérs say. Many are the tippling fathers and 
mothers who are starting their boys and. girls on the 
downhill road by a drinking and gambling example. 
Wise ones, even though ‘not particularly “dry,” are 
cutting the stuff out. And, as Paul puts it, they are 
walking “becomingly, as in the day.” The Roman 
‘soldier paraded his best in the day. 
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Lesson 6—Peace and Good Will Among Men 
(Rom. 12: 1-21). In this lesson we got among some 
of the worthies of an early day. George Whitefield 
and John Wesley down in Georgia, and Peter Miller 
and Andrew Yundt in Pennsylvania, all men who 
exemplified in their lives “peace and good will among 
men.” Just as soon as irreligion does something for 
the good of the world will be time enough to pay 
attention to old Mr. Irreligious. It is the soft answer 
that turneth away wrath, and the real Christian is 
never a “scrapper.” 


Lesson 7.—Paul’s Experiences in Jerusalem (Acts 
21:17 to 23:35). When a man is proud of his home 
town, no matter how poor or ugly it may be, it is a 
sign that he is a good and popular citizen of that town. 
Vice versa. Go out to California if you want to see 
town pride and loyalty. Paul was as human as they 
make them. It was fun to knock off the centurion 
scourger with a Roman club. Paul was a Jew. He 
carried Paul-the-Roman like a gun, in his old kit 
bag. Paul the Jew had small use for Paul the Roman 
conqueror | 


Lesson 8.—The Prayers of Paul (Acts 20: 36-38; 
Rom. 1: 8-10; Eph. 1: 15-23; 3: 14-21; 1 Thess. 1:.2- 
5). When a group of men meet together, and every 
man gets down on his knees to pray audibly, — well, 
then you have a regular Pauline, bring-the-answer 
prayer-meeting) We have known choir trouble to -be 
cured by this prescription!, Another good ‘remedy-is the 
one of mentioning names in all-on-the-knees_ prayers. 
The best. heart-melts known. Unless life is rooted. and 
grounded in love there is not going .to-be.a.very sure 
or a very large crop of happiness. Love is the fruit 
of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23).. . 

Lesson 9.—Paul Before His Judges (Acts 24:1 to 
26:32). Felix had his great chance to come down 
the centuries as a great and honored: friend of the 
greatest of the apostles. He missed it and lost’ every- 
thing. Just as’men in high and favored places are 
losing out today. We live and move and have our 
being in a world surrounded by the Spirit of God. 
Out of it come visions by which to guide our lives. 
Life is simple and easy for those who let Heaven 
order it. All true religion is sane and healthy and 
not “chronic.”. _Men go crazy in heads, not in hearts. 

Lesson 10.—Paul Goes to Rome (Acts 27:1 to 28: 
31; Rom, 1:8-15; Phil, 1: 12-14). ‘In this Pauline 
Progress to Rome is to be found the elements of all 
worldly success, even though you might not expect 
it from a Mediterranean hurricane. You’ don’t have 
to have skill to run a business. Skill and knowledge 
can be bought. Good. judgment, or what Uricle Billy 
calls “good hoss sense,” comes only from Heaven. 
The Book says so, under head of “Wisdom.” “Whose 





Lesson Calendar. 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $f a dozen: 

1. January 6—Our Heavenly Father. Exodus 34 : 4-7; 
Psalm 103 : 1-5; 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; Matthew 6: 
24-34; John 3: 3-6; 4: 20-24; 8 : 40-47;-Romans 2: 

2-11; 8214-17; 1 John 4: 7-16 

2 January 13.—Sin. Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6 : 5-8; Mark 7 : 14- 

23; Romans 1 : 18-34; 3: 10-18; 1 John 1:5 to 2:6 

3. January 20.—Christ the, Saviour. Luke 2:11, 30-32; 
1$:3-7; John 3: 14-17; 10:9-11, 14-16, 27, 28; 
Acts 3: 1-18; Romans § : 1-31; Philippians 2: 5-11; 

2 Timothy 1:9, 10 

4. January 27.—The Holy Spirit. Joel 2: 28, 29; Luke 
Ir 39-13; Johneg : 5-8; 14: 16, 17, 263; 15 : 26, 27; 16: 

7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8:1-17, 26, 27; 
1 Corinthians 1a: 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 
14-21; 431-6, 30 

§. February 3.—The Holy Scriptures. Deuteronomy 
6: 4-9; Joshua 1 : 8, 9; 2 Kings 22 : 8-20; Nehemiah 
8:1-8; Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24: 25-32; Acts 17: 

10-12; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 

6. February 10.—Repentance and Faith. Isaiah 1 : 10- 

20; Ezekiel 18 : 20-23, 27-32; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 
321-14; 1§ : 11-24; Acts 2: 32-39; Hebrews 11 : 1-10 

7. February 17.—Prayer. Genesis 18 : 23-33; Exodus 
32:31, 32; Nehemiah 1: 4-11; Daniel 6:10; Mat- 
thew 6:5-15; Luke 18:1-14; John 17: 1-26; 1 

Thessalonians 5:17; r John 5:14, 1 

8. February 24.—Christian Growth. John 1: 40-43; 
Matthew 16 : 15-18; John 21 : 15-19; Luke.2: 40, 52; 
Ephesians 4: 11-16; Philippians 1:6, 9-11; 3 : 12- 

16; Colossians 1 : 9-11; Hebrews 6 : 1-3 

9. March 3.—The Christian Church. Matthew 16: 13- 

20; Mark 4: 26-32; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians 1: 
1§-23; 2213-22; 4390 434-6, = 11-16; § : 22-27; 
1 Timothy 3:15 

10. March 10.—Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. Mat- 
thew 3: 13-17; 28:19, 20; Acts 2:38, 41; Romans 

‘ 6:1-14; 1 Corinthians, 11 : 23-29 

11, March 17.—The Christian Sabbath. Genesis 2: 2, 3; 
Exodus 20 : 8-11; Matthew 12: 1-14; 28: 1-10; John 
20:19; Acts 20:7; Romans 14: 4-6; Revelation 1:10 

12, March 24.—Stewardship and Missions. Genesis 12: 

1-3; Deuteronomy 8 : 17, 18; Jonah 3 : 1-10; Malachi 
327-12; Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 1 :6-8; 1321-33 
26 : 12-20; Romans 1 : 14-16; 1 Corinthians 16: 2; 

2 Corinthians 8 : 1-15; 9: 1-15 

13 March 31.—The Future Life. (Easter Lesson.) Mat- 
thew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12:26, 27; Luke 24: 1-12; 
John 14: 1-6; 1 Corinthians 15 : 3-20, 50-58; 1 Thes- 

- . ians 4: 13-18; R€velation 22: 3-3 
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I am and whom I serve” tells the whole story. Slave 
and service. We are God’s property. He says so. 

Lesson. 11.—Paul and His Friends (Acts 20: 36- 
38; Rom. 16:1-4; Phil. 2: 25-30; Philem.). Only 
two of Paul’s friends are here mentioned: one the 
runaway slave and the other the well-to-do master. 
The slave, by the alchemy of the blood of Christ, was 
transformed into a “brother beloved.” Paul, like all 
real red-blooded men, liked his little joke. When the 
master can come to the man with a “The Lord be 
with thee,” the man will come back with “The Lord 
bless thee,” and the servant is lost in the brother be- 
loved. In the twenty-one years of this Corner the 
note that has always been struck is this: There is 
more fun in religion than in any sport on earth — and 
the exhibits are overwhelming. 

Lesson 12.—Paul’s Last Message (2 Tim. 4: 1-18). 
The foursquare minister is the one who can preach, 
reprove,, rebuke, and exhort. Happy is the domine 
who knows how! One way is to set up the old 
deacon’s clock with its Preach Christ dial. One of 
the: noblest passages in literature is, “I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the: faith.” Athletic and devout. The whole Gospel 
as worked out in a life is in this last word. And if 
you. will have it so, when you must “saw wood” you 
can have the Strong One on the other handle of the 
saw. 

CoaTEsvitLE, Pa. 

ve 


The Illustration Round-Table 


AXs readers are invited to send illustrations for thi¢- 


‘department; one dollar. is paid for each illustration 
“™ accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 


But. readers are urged not to send anything without first’ 


securing and reading carefully a leaflet oe the 
conditions of this department. The full list. of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten.cents in 
stamps. Failure to note: the conditions: means that good 
illustrations are constantly having. to. be: rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Itlustrations must reach The Sunday School Times: three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to ions. on thai 


illustrati t portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the. 


word “Print.” 
Hlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
epecially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


The Lame Jumper.—lIs a sound, strong body a nec- 
essary first step to athletic success? It would seem 
so. But some years ago, there was a young fellow 
who had to wear metal braces for serious weakness 
in his legs. He was threatened with lameness that 
might be ‘a life-long handicap. -A physician advised 
him to exercise his legs regularly, and suggested his 
trying jumping -as something that might strengthen 
them. The boy did’so, and kept up his jumping prac- 


tice through his school and college years. He found. 


that his Jegs were strengthened ‘greatly, so much so, 
that before he stopped jumping he had broken the 
world’s high jump record by clearing the bar at six 
feet four inches. There were probably fifty fellows 
in his class who had stronger leg muscles to start with 





than had Billy Page. His weakness was the start 


of his wonderful record. It was not his weakness 
that finally carried him over that wonderful ‘height, but 
it was what he did with his weakness—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Colored Auntie’s Secret.—A minister calling on an 
old Negress found her bending over a washtub, and 
askéd: “Aunt Dinah, don’t you get very tired doing 
that hard work?” “Oh, yes, Massa!” she replied. 
“I haven’t got much strength; but I ask de Lord, and 
he gives me the spirit of washin’!” When the Lord 
gives us the spirit of service the heaviest tasks will 
become do-able and endurable—From Sunday at 
Home. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

No Weak Service Desired.—For to me to live is Christ 
(Golden Text). There are many Christians who say, 
“I am striving to serve the Lord in my poor, weak 
way.” But the fact is, the Lord never asked us to 
serve him in our poor, weak way, and he is not the 
least pleased with that kind of service. He has asked 
us to surrender to him, and let him serve himself 
through us in his strong and mighty way. So long 
as. we are strong enough to be even weak we are too 
strong for him. It is only when we become utterly 
strengthless that his strength becomes available. “For 
when I am weak [utterly strengthless, in the Greek], 
then am I strong,” says. Paul—From “Every-Mem- 
ber Evangelism.” Sent by Miss J. B. James, Toronto. 

“Calvary Is Victory.”--For to me to live is Christ 
(Golden Text). America’s Keswick Victorious Life 


Conference in July, 1927, was summed up by some - 


one as “Calvary is Victory.” Robert Harkness, noting 
the phrase, went into the reception hall, sat down at 
the piano, and began to play a new chorus. Mr. 
Harkness later was traveling from Boston to Buffalo, 
and began harmonizing the song on the train. A train- 
man passed through the Pullman car. Noticing the 
composer at work, he stopped for a’ moment, looked 
at the manuscript, and passed on, He returned later 
and repeated the action. This time he asked Mr. 
‘Harkness, “Is it true?” The surprised composer re- 
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plied, “Is what true?” “Is Calvary really 
viccory?” “Certainly it’s true for those 
who fulfill the conditions. Victory may 
be yours here and now if you will give 
Christ his rightful place in your life.” 
The man had to leave, but returned later, 
and said, “I need that victory.” Further 
explanation was made of the secret of the 
victorious life. Prayer was offered, and 
the trainman definitely surrendered his 
heart and life to Christ, and the heavenly 
transaction took place—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Warsaw, N. Y. 


Seed Advertisements.—for to me to 
live is Christ (Golden Text). There is 
an acre of lovely green turf on the out- 
skirts of a busy English town, and close 
by the railway track. The grass is as fine 
and close as the turf in the quadrangle of 
an old university. This explanation is 
given to the passing traveler: “Grown 
from ——’s seed.” No other advertise- 
ment is needed. And when we see a 
strong, forebearing, self-forgetful life, 
raised from the mystical doctrines of 
grace, “Grown from reconciliation with 
God,” “Grown from the divine forgive- 
ness,” no other witness will be needed. 
We shall be drawn to the same great 
seed house where we, too, can obtain the 
powers of the risen life—From Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

If We Look Up.—For to me to live is 
Christ (Golden Text). Merely to tell 
folks to look up may cause them to think 
we are somewhat unbalanced, and they 
will not bother. to respond, but to be ear- 
nestly. looking -up ourselves is different. 
While in a certain city a while ago I 
rather lost my. bearings, and. being from 
the country I backed up against a build- 
ing and looked into the sky to see where 
the sun was and thus get straightened out 
on direction of the streets. 
prise I soon saw that a number of people 
were also scanning the sky in the same 
direction in which I had been looking. 
Does not this same principte work/out 
in our spiritual lives? I feel quite certain 
Saul may have quickly forgotten the 
words uttered by Stephen while he was 
being stoned to death, but I’m sure he 
never could forget the sight of Stephen’s 
upturned, triumphant, expectant counte- 
nance.—From Christ Life. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 

The Bible in One Word.—For to me 
to live is Christ (Golden Text). Dr. 
S. D. Gordon tells of an old Christian 
woman whose age began to tell on her 
memory. She had once known much of 
the Bible by heart. Eventually only one 
precious bit stayed with her, “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day.” 
By and by part of that slipped its hold, 
and she would quietly repeat, “That which 
I have committed unto him.” At last as 
she hovered on the borderland between 
this and the spirit world, her loved ones 
noticed her lips moving. They bent down 
to see if she needed anything. She was 
repeating over and over again to herself 
the one word of the text, “Him — him — 
him.” She had lost the whole Bible but 
one word. But she had the whole Bible 
in that one word.—From the Sunday at 


Home. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempbsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 
we 


- From the Platform 
( By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Review.—Our Father, 
we thank-thee for the wonderful story of 
the great apostle whose life we have been 
studying in these last weeks. We thank 
thee for his courage, his faithfulness, his 
knowledge of the truth, his willingness to 
do and to dare for Christ.- We pray that 
we may have a like spirit in all that we 
do, and that our deeds, our works, may be 
guided by the Holy Spirit even as his. Help 
us this day as we review his life to enter 
fully into the meaning of it, and to realize 
that he was not his own, but was a great 
leader because he had and was willing to 
obey an infinitely greater leader, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. May Christ dwell in our hearts 
today, and always, by faith, and may we 
be his glad bondslaves always. In his dear 
mame we pray. Amen. , 


A Word to the Superintend 





t.—In 


To my sur-. 
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the. series of lessons for the last six 
months on the life and letters of Paul, 
we have had a wonderful opportunity to 
become acquainted all over again with 
the great apostle. We have seen him as 
he began his changed life, and we have 
seen him at work under all the difficul- 
ties that beset his way. Then we have 
read his letters, and have found what 
the Holy Spirit was saying to him con- 
cerning the life and conduct of the Chris- 
tians of that early day. We have studied 
the principles upon which the Church 
was carried forward, everlasting princi- 
ples that are needed today just as much 
as they were then. It would be well on 
this Review Sunday to select two 
teachers, one of whom would prepare in 
advance to tell what some of Paul’s great 
achievements were, and the other to pre- 
pare to tell what was the secret of Paul’s 
greatness. Each could do this effectively 
in ten minutes or a little more if you have 
time in your program. It would be in- 
teresting to have one of the older scholars 
sketch on the board rapidly a map of 
Paul’s journey to Rome, letting the 
school name, if they can, the places as 
the older scholar follows around the map. 
Another method of review is one nearly 
always mentioned here, and that is the 
written review, the questions on which 
are added here. These questions are in- 
tended to be suggestive to the superin- 
tendent, so he may easily prefer to pre- 
pare his own. They should be dictated 
from the desk in order to secure written 
answers upon papers which should be dis- 
tributed to that portion of the school that 
takes the review. 


Questions for a Written Review 

1. What goddess was worshiped in 
Ephesus, and what was the difficulty that 
Paul had there? 

2. Which does Paul say, in his letter 
to the Corinthians, is the greatest of 
these three, — faith, hope, love? 

3. What is meant by Christian steward- 
ship? 

4. Tell briefly how a boy helped his 
uncle, Paul, in Jerusalem. 

5. Please fill out the blanks in the 
following Golden Text: “Rejoice . 


, 
pray without ; in everything 











6. What was the heavenly vision to 
which Paul said he was net disobedient? 


7. Describe Paul’s shipwreck on his 
voyage to Rome. 





a 


8. In his letter to -Philemon, about 
en did Paul write, and in whose “be- 
alf? 


9. Give the Golden Text of lesson 10, 
beginning, “I am not ashamed.” 


_ Io. State what has impressed you ‘most 
in your study of the life of Paul. 
PHILADELPHIA. e 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“S ay ‘I Will’ to God.” 

“U nder His Wings.” 

“R ejoicing in Jesus.” 

“R ock of Ages.” 

“E very Day and Hour.” 
“N othing Between.” 

“D eeper and Deeper.” 

“E ven Me.” 

“R ejoice, Ye Pure in Heart.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bib'e Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Whom I Have Believed” (25 : 1-4). 

Psalm 16: 5-11. 
“The Name of Matchless Worth” (15 : 1-3). 

Psalm 8 : 1-9. 

“With Heart Confiding” (260 : 1-3). 

Psalm 125 : 1-5. 
“The Lord Unto His Christ” (222:1-3). _ 

Psalm 110: 1-5. 
“Safe. Within Thy Fold” (163 : 1-3). 

Psalm 79 : 8-13: 
“Our Eternal Home’’. (177 : 1-4). 


Psalm 90: 1-4, 16, 17- 
we 


‘Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The great things Paul was. 

a. The great things Paul did. 

3. The wonderful Saviour Paul had. 














«¢CHE’S just naturally smarter than I 

am—of course she can do things 
better than I can do them—she can do 
lots of things I can’t do at all.” Such 
is the reply of many a girl when urged 
to emulate some achieving member of her 
group. Are we not all tempted to think 
just that, when we think of Paul’s almost 
unbelievable achievements? And it is 
true, evident to all who think, that gifts 
and talents differ in both kind and de- 
gree. To any thinking girl in your class 
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Paul must stand-out as a greatly gifted 
man, a man more able to do’ great things 
than any other of whom our New Tes- 
tament record speaks.. Admit that at 
once, in opetiing this class discussion of 
“Paul, the World Christian and His 
Greatness.” Go into. some detail, help- 
ing the girls to make a careful list ‘of 
some of the outstanding traits of Paul’s 
greatness. They may well list his superb 
mentality, his undaunted courage, his 
powers of making human contacts, his 
physical, mental, and spiritual energy, 
his endurance, his vision, initiative, lead- 
ership powers, and the like. 

2. Go still further, and help the girls 
to select some of the greatest deeds of 
Paul’s career as a missionary: the enor- 
mous mileage of his walking career, the 
planting of churches in so many strategic 
centers of population, the long list of 
friends he made for himself while making 
converts for his Master, the great emer- 
gencies he met, the advantages he gained 
for the new “Way” from the Jewish 
believers who dominated the first church, 
the enduring letters he wrote —oh, when 
would such a list end? None other but 
Moses can match Paul in the accomplish- 
ment of great deeds that have endured 
through the pass’ .g centuries; only 
Moses so affects all Christian living to- 
day, no other has so molded Christian 
thinking as this man Paul. 


3. But when all that your girls can 
think of under these two heads — and all 
you can add for them—has been ex- 
hausted, there still remains the true se- 
¢ret of Paul’s greatness as a world Chris- 
tian, a vital force in the life of every 
Christian of today as truly as in the days 
of his own contemporaries.. And what 
was this secret? Was it not the abso- 
lute, complete, continued, unbroken sur- 
render to his Saviour of every particle of 
self? There doubtless were men of Paul’s 
own day to whom the same or similar 
opportunities came, of equal (if not iden- 
tical) talents and gifts, of whom we hear 
and know nothing. Perhaps even their 
own generation never felt the -force of 
their lives. They lived in and for them- 
selves; Paul lived in and for Christ. “For 
to me to live is Christ” is his own way of 
explaining his life. When. such a man 
was so surrendered to such a Saviour, 
the whole world was not too large to 
feel the result, and all of time will not 
be too long for those results to continue 
in operation—nay, even eternity will 
be different because Paul so loved and 
lived Christ. 

And that very same Saviour is your 
Saviour, now. If you will only surrender 
te him your whole self, he can so em- 
power you— your every gift and talent, 
whether great like Paul’s or as little as 
Dorcas’ skill in sewing —that time and 
eternity will be changed because you 
have so lived and loved. 


Home Study 
Select this week your own favorite 
passage from one of Paul’s letters and 


‘| memorize it, that it may go with you all 


through your life. - 
Decatur, Ga. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


T WOULD be too much to expect the 

little folks to keep the lessons of the 
Quarter in mind in regular order. But 
we hope that many of them have seen 
a life-sized picture of the great apostle 
in the lessons we have had from his Life 
and Letters. In your Review lesson, 
give the children a short connected sketch 
of. the last few years of his ministry, ask- 
ing questions as you go along, so that 
they may tell you the incidents they re- 
member. . 

The lessons of the Quarter began with 
Paul’s mission at Ephesus, where the 
people worshiped a goddess called Diana, 
and had built her a beautiful temple. 
Paul stayed at Ephesus three years, tell- 
ing the heathen people the Good News, 
and many believed on the Lord Jesus. 
These people stopped buying the little 
silver shrines used in worshiping Diana. 
The silversmiths who made and_ sold 
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Lessen for December 30 
Review 


. the little shrines became very angry, and 


raised. a riot, and Paul knew that ‘it ‘was 
best for him to leave the city. He- went 
into Macedonia, and stayed a while with 
the churches there; While at Ephesus 
Paul wrote a letter to the church: at 
Corinth, telling them how Christian peo- 
ple ought to live: and love. While he 
was in Macedonia, he wrote them a sec- 
ond letter from Philippi, telling them 
how to show their love by giving. 

Afterward he visited the church at 
Corinth, and while there he wrote a. let- 
ter to the people at Rome, telling. them 
that he hoped to visit them. 

The churches in Macedonia and Cor- 
inth gave Paul some money for the poor 
people living at Jerusalem. 





Paul and | 
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Ephesus. Paul had a long talk with them. 
He told them how they should*live and 
how they should help others. Then he 
kneeled down and prayed with them, and 
told them: good-by, as he said they would 
not see his face again. 

Paul went to Jerusalem with a love 
gift for his people, but the: Jews arrested 
him and tried to kill him. Captain 
Lysias kept them from killing him, and 
let Paul have an opportunity of telling 
the people in Jerusalem once more about 
Jesus. While he was in prison the Lord 
spoke to him and told him not to be 
afraid, that he should tell the Good News 
in Rome also. Captain Lysias sent him, 
protected by strong Roman soldiers, to 
the Roman governor: at Czsarea. He 


some of his friends went to Jerusalem | was in prison there over two years. As 


to carry the gift, planning to go from | 
Jerusalem to Rome, 


On the way to 


the Jews kept planning to kill him, he 
| appealed to the Roman emperor. Before 


Jerusalem they stopped at Miletus, and being sent to Rome he was allowed to 
sent for the elders of the church at‘ speak for himself before King Agrippa. 
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He told the sinful king. and the other 
people in the hall how the Lord Jesus 
had spoken to him from Heaven, and how 
he had not been disobedient to the 
heavenly vision. He also told them how 
happy he would be if they all became 
Christians. 

Soon after this Paul was sent to Rome 
with some other prisoners, Luke and 
Aristarchus went with him. On the way 
a siorm arose which destroyed the ship 
in which they were sailing, but in an- 
swer to Paul’s prayer God kept all the 
people on the ship from drowning. They 
landed on a little island, and Paul showed 
the people the love of God by healing 
the sick in Jesus’ name. 

Paul finally reached Rome, just as 
God had promised. He spent two years 
there—a_ prisoner, but he was allowed 
to dwell in his own hired house and re- 
ceive all who came to him. So he told 
the Good News in Rome, even though 
he was chained to a.soldier. Christ died 
for the soldiers, too. While a prisoner, 
he wrote some very precious letters to 
some of the churches and. to several of 
his friends. In the last letter he wrote, 
which was to Timothy, he said that he 
had fought a good fight and finished his 
course, and that there was a crown. of 
righteousness laid up for him. Are we 
not glad for him to have a crown? 

Sing “When We All Get to Heaven.” 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
Review 


AY, fellows, as we have come over. 


the course with Paul, the great spir- 
itual athlete, we have had an opportunity 
during the ‘Quarter now closing to get 
better acquainted with the prime Chris- 
tian virtues that animated his life. They 
are love, grace, truth, faith, peace, hope, 
and power. Let’s take up the lessons. as 
they came and see how these work 
through. 

Lesson 1—At Ephesus, Paul spoke the 
“truth in love,” and God’s Spirit blessed 
it so that men came and» barned their 
wicked books and works of ‘magic. 

Lesson 2.—In Paul’s matchless thir- 
teenth chapter of First Corinthians he 
gives the description of love which has 
never been equaled. “Love-never faileth.” 

Lesson 3.—Again, to the Corinthians, 
Paul makes grace the basis of his appeal 
for true Christian stewardship: “For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through. his 
poverty might be rich.” 

Lesson 4.—Paul commends the Ephe- 
sian elders to “the word of -his [God’s} 
grace, which is able to build ‘you up.” 
The building power of God’s grace. 

Lesson 5.—To the Romans, Paul lays 
down the law, which they could never 
keep — then simplifies the whole problem 
by: “Love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bor: love therefore is the fulfillment of 
the law.” 


Lesson 6.—And to the Romans, Paul 
further shows that if love is to be genuine 
it must be “without hypocrisy.” “Be at 
peace with all men.” 


Lesson 7.—Paul wrote the Ephesians: 
“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might.” Then he proved that this 
could be done when he stood on the steps 
of the Tower of Antonio and delivered 
his message to the howling mob iat 
sought his life. 

Lesson 8.—Paul prayed that the Ephe- 
sians might “know the .love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge; that ye may 
be filled unto all the fullness of God.” 

Lesson 9.—Felix and Drusilla heard 
Paul concerning the faith in Christ Jesus. 
—" heard Paul at all heard of that 
aith. 

Lesson 10,—Paul told the Roman Jews 
that it was “because of the hope of Is- 
rael” he was in chains. By that state- 
ment he was identifying Jesus with all 
the Old Testament prophecies of the 
coming Messiah. 


Lesson 11—Paul puts his appeal to 
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Philemon. for the pardon and reinstate- 
ment of Onesimus on the highest ground: 
“For love’s sake.” When logic and merit 
and ‘all other fine things fail, love may 
prevail, for “love never faileth.” 


Lesson 12.—Finally, in our Christmas 
lesson, The Birth of Jesus, we have the 
grand summary of all these wonderful 
virtues, as they were wrought out and 
exemplified in that marvelous Life which 
began its human career in the manger at 
Bethlehem, 


Grerensporo, N. C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 23)- 

1. Cesar Augustus, emperor of Rome; 
Quirinius, governor of Syria; the inn- 
keeper of Bethlehem (who refused entry to 
his inn); and the shepherds who were 
keeping night-watches until they heard the 
angel speak. 

2. Joseph and Mary, the angel of the 
announcement and the heavenly host, and 
—after the angels’ messages—the shep- 
herds. 

3. Luke does say three times over that 
this Babe was laid “in a manger,” and 
mangers were part of. stable-furnishings, 
always. 

4. Personal. 

5. Peace and joy. 

6. Lord Jesus Christ. 

7. “Which shall be to all peeple.” 

8. Verse 17. 

9. Those shepherds, who, having seen 
“the babe lying in the manger,” ‘‘made 
known the saying which was spoken to them 
about this child.” 

1o. “All they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the 
shepherds” — there is no statement that they 
believed them. 


11. ee 1:20; Luke 1:30; and 
Luke 2: 


12. Fear is the destroyer of peace. The 
eeevy -of Christ was to bring peace (Luke 
2:14 

ae Sin is the cause of fear, and the Devil 

¢ author of sin. Proverbs 28:1; -Isa- 
ah 33:14; Luke 19:21; Acts 24:25; and 
Hebrews 10: 27. 

14. See Romans 8¢1§ and: 2 Timothy 
1:7. 

15.. Love (1 John 4: 18).. 


The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Je. | 


December 23. Worshiping Christ in Story 
and. Song.- Luke 2 : 1-14. 

December 30. Learning aye Experience, 
Eccles. 1 : 16-18; Psa. 37: 

January 6. Forces That Aer Making the 
World Better. Matt. 13: 1-9. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

January 13. Loving as Jesus Loved. John 
1g : 1-17. 














Sunda y, December 30 


from Experience 
(Eccles; 1: 16-18; Psa. 37 : 25) 





‘Mon.—Listen to others’ experience (Prov. 
4 + 20-27). ; 
Tues.—A bitter experience (Gen. 42: 3- 


21). 
Wed—A lesson on boasting (Matt. 2%: 
26-35, 69-75). 
urs.—Experience proves this (Gal. 6: 


7-9). 

Fri.— Proverbs condensed experience 
(Prov. 12: 8-11). 

Sat.—A hard lesson (Phil. 4 : 11-13). 











What has experience taught us this year? 
Why don’t we learn from the experience. of 
others? 


XPERIENCE may be extremely 

valuable, and it may also be verys 
deceiving. Many will remember the story 
of the three blind men who went to ex- 
amine an eJephant. The one man touched 
one of the elephant’s legs and after run- 
ning his hands over it wrote, “An ele- 
phant is like a tree.” The second blind 
man came in contact with the elephant’s 
trunk, and wrote, “An elephant is like a 
huge snake.” The third man found only 
the elephant’s tail, and he wrote down, 
“An elephant is like a rope.” Yet how 
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different an elephant appears to those 
who can see the whole animal. So it is 
with our experiences in life. It is pos- 
sible to look at the year that has almost 


. gone from a selfish viewpoint and gain 


one impression. We may view it from 
a purely human although altruistic stand- 

int and gain still another impression. 
But when we see the year as God sees 
it, it will look quite different. Some of 
the things that we prided ourselves upon 
will dwarf into insignificance, and some 
of those faults that we lightly excused 
will loom up as vastly important when we 
look at the past year with God’s dis- 
cernment, vi 


One great reason that the Bible is the 
most wonderful book in the world is that 
it interprets human experience in the light 
of God’s wisdom and God's will. Of the 
making of. books of human experience 
there is indeed no end. The experience 
and advice of others are perhaps the 
cheapest commodities in the world today. 
Yet men will ever differ widely in inter- 
preting such experiences and get nowhere. 

When we turn to God’s Word, how- 
ever, we find in it the whole gamut of 
human experience as seen through the 
eyes of the only One who is able to in- 
terpret them aright. God alone is able 
to discern the hearts of men, to know 
the sources from which their experiences 
spring and the results that will follow. 
So he has given us his standard whereby 
we may check up our lives and see our- 
selves, at least in a measure, as he sees 


us. 
ve 


What we have learned from experience 
in the past year will depend entirely upon 
how much we have let God show us 
through his Word the true values of life, 
the measure in which we have conformed 
to his standards, and the reasons for our 
failures. Solomon, the Preacher, from 
whose book our Scripture lesson is taken, 
learned all too late the emptiness of hu- 
man experience apart from God. He tells 
us that, he “communed with his own 
heart” (v. 16), that he had great pos- 
sessions, that he had more wisdom than 
all that had gone before him. Yet 
with all his knowledge and learning 
he gave his heart to know madness 
and folly (v. 17). In the end he came 
to realize that all his wide and varied ex- 
perience of life was but vexation of spirit. 
His whole book of Ecclesiastes is a com- 
mentary on man’s experiences apart from 
God, — “under the sun,’ —and an inter- 
pretation of life according to human wis- 
dom and judgment. 

What a different note is struck by the 
Psalmist. While David was by no means 
perfect, nevertheless he believed and 
trusted God, and God’s own words con- 
cerning him were that he was “a man 
after mine. own heart” (Acts 13:22). 
His Psalms are loved and memorized 
wherever God’s Word is known. They 
have brought strength, encouragement, 
and comfort to thousands of God’s chil- 
dren, simply because David was willing 
to look at his experiences in the search- 
light of God’s revealed will. Notice in 
Psalm 39: 1-5 David’s expression of will- 
ingness to be taught by the Lord. 


Shall we not then like the Psalmist 
have a childlike willingness to be taught 
by God? Shall we not apply the test of 
his Word to the experiences of the past 
year and ask God to teach us those les- 
sons that we need to learn for our guid- 
ance in the coming year? Shall we not 
look by faith to the Lord Jesus himself, 
who humbled himself and was made in 
our likeness, and who lived through these 
same human experiences that we have to 
undergo, who was tempted in all points 
like as we are, who knoweth our frame, 
—shall we not look to him to work out 
in our hearts, in 1929, the worth while 
lessons from 1928, so that the coming 
year may be the richest in experience of 
his fellowship, love, keeping power, and 
empowering for service that we have ever 
known? 

se 


What have the experiences of 1928 taught 
me of my daily need-of Christ? 
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What have they taught me as to God’g 
faithfulness and keeping power? 


Am I willing to let him teach me next 
year, as never before, from his record of 
human experience given in his Word? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 








Margaret’s Error 
By Irvilla Hilt 


a Bee: yards of muslin and a spool of 
white thread number fifty. Two 
yards of muslin and a spool of white 
thread number fifty.” Margaret repeated 
it over and over to herself as she hurried 
along. 

Never before had the little village store 
seemed so far away. “Two yards of mus- 
lin and a spool of white thread number 
fifty.’ Margaret would skip a while and 
run a while. Why couldn't Aunt Jane 
have sent her on that errand some other 
time? Didn’t she know all the little girls 
in the neighborhood had planned a grand 
picnic that very day with their paper 
dolls? Oh, well, perhaps Aunt Jane had 
never played with paper dolls when she 
was a little girl, And then, too, she had 
never had any little girls of her own, so 
of course she could not understand how 
much it all meant to Margaret. Mar- 
garet hurried on. 

“If you please, I want two yards of 
muslin and a spool of white thread num- 
ber fifty,” she addressed a haughty, stern 
looking saleslady. ; 

She tucked the package under her arm 
and hurried out. Just inside the door 
was a neat stack of magazines with gaily 
colored covers on a little stand. 

Margaret hesitated a moment. Why, 
of course, she had seen Aunt Jane help 
herself to fashion plates on that very 
stand many a time. Why couldn’t she? 
And how much prettier these were than 
those Aunt Jane always took; and what 
wonderful paper dolls she could cut from 
them. 

She folded the magazine around the 
package and hurried on. Perhaps she 
oo get back in time for the picnic after 
all. 

Aunt Jane was on the porch waiting 
for her. She ran up the steps, tossed the 
package into her aunt’s lap, and, clasping 
the precious magazine in her arm, hurried 
on. 

“Margaret,” called Aunt Jane, “what 
have you there?” 

“Oh, just a little book I took from the 
stand inside the door, you know.” 

“Yes, but Margaret, that is not a 

fashion plate, that is a magazine.” 
’ Poor Margaret, how could Aunt Jane 
say such a thing! She stood in amaze- 
ment with the magazine clasped in her 
hand. She tried to speak, but the lump 
in her throat kept getting larger and 
larger. Would Aunt Jane ever learn to 
understand little girls 

“Yes, Margaret, that is a monthly mag- 
azine, and it costs fifteen cents.” 

“But, Auntie, I thought you were sup- 
posed to help yourself. I did not mean 
to steal it.” 

“Well, Margaret, there is only one 
thing for you to do. Take it back and 
explain to the saleslady that you thought 
they were to be taken the same as fashion 
plates.” 

Poor Margaret, that awful lump in her 
throat, and what a terrible strange feel- 
ing came over her. This time she walked 
slowly. The more time she spent on 
her way the longer she would have to 
think. 

Just what would she say to the sales- 
lady? Would the saleslady be cross with 
her? Would she believe her? Would 
she understand? If that lump in her 
throat would just go away it would be 
so much easier to explain. 

She walked on and on, Down in the 
corner of the magazine cover were the 
words, “Price Fifteen Cents.” Oh, dear, 
no, that saleslady would be sure to think 
she had stolen it. What would she do? 
She thought and thought. What would 
the other little girls think if they knew? 








What would her teacher think? Her 
Sunday-school teacher and Sunday-school 
class? 

What a beautiful lesson they had had 
the Sunday before. Her thoughts trav- 
eled on. It was the fourteenth chapter 
of John. The little girls had read each 


+ verse in turn, hers was the fourteenth 


verse: “If ye shall ask any thing in my 
name, I will do it.” Yes, it was Jesus 
talking to his disciples. 

Did anyone ever need courage and 
strength more than she? Yes, she would 
ask God to help her, to give her cour- 
age. 

She came to the little house the Gar- 
vins had ‘left vacant the week before. 
She walked up to the little porch and 
sat down on the steps to rest and think. 
Sitting there quietly, her chin resting on 
the palms of her hands, she listened to 
the low hum of passing motors and 
watched the little birds as they hopped 
about so carefree. If she were as care- 
free as they — well, the Lord Jesus could 
make her so. She would ask him. She 
would ask him to make that lump go 
out of her throat, and tell her what to 
say when she reached the store, to make 
the saleslady believe her when she ex- 
plained she did not mean to steal. The 
Lord Jesus knew she did not steal. She 
would ask him to make it all come right, 
she would ask it in his name. 

It was a gay little girl who tripped into 
the store. As she glanced around for the 
saleslady, she did not meet the same 
haughty gaze she had met just a short 
time before. The saleslady came to meet 
her. She accepted the magazine Mar- 
garet handed to her, and before Margaret 
had time to explain the saléslady was 
telling her how ‘sorry she was she had 
stacked the wrong book on the little 
stand, and how she had hoped Margaret 
would notice the mistake before she had 
gone far. 

“But you did not notice it until you had 
reached home, did you? Well, just to 
show you how sorry I am I caused you 
an extra trip, I am going to give you 
several sample copies I have back on the 
shelf. You «:n color some of the pic- 
tures with your colored crayons if you 
choose, and cut lovely paper dolls from 
the colored pages. Do you like to play 
with paper dolls?” 

“Oh, yes, indeed, I do. When I get 
home we girls are going to have a paper 
doll picnic,” Margaret replied. She 
thanked the saleslady, and started home. 
She felt like a different little girl. - She 
would still have time to take her dolls 
to the picnic, and her new ones, too. 

As she hurried along she thought about 
all that had happened. She made up her 
mind that never again would she worry 
about. a little mistake. She would sim- 
ply ask God to make it come right and 
he would. 

And she breathed a prayer of thankful- 
ness to Him who had heard and an- 
swered. 


Co_umsus, Ou10, 
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The Southeastern Europe 
Bible School 


S A result of Christian effort before 

and during the War, a number of 
young Austrians, Czechs, Roumanians, 
Bulgarians, Serbs, Greeks, and Arme- 
nians had been gathered into Bible study 
circles and several of them had definitely 
accepted Christ as their Saviour. After 
the War some of these young men whose 
lives had been spared manifested the de- 
sire to consecrate their lives to the serv- 
ice of God and to receive Biblical train- 
ing in order to be fitted for Christian 
work among their own people. To meet 
the needs of these young men the South- 
Eastern Europe Bible School was opened 
in 1¢22 in St. Andrae, Austria. 

The first year there were fourteen stu- 
dents. One man came all the way from 
Siberia, where he had been a prisoner of 
war for seven years. Since that time 
over fifty men have been in the School, 
many of whom are now at work among 
their own people preaching the Gospel, 
ministering to the sick and outcast, teach- 
ing the Bible to children and adults, labor- 
ing. among Jews and Moslems, ‘and ‘dis- 
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tributing the Scriptures. Practically all 
these activities are being carried on in 
connection with the evangelical churches 
in the countries where the students are 
laboring. The School has no intention of 
forming a new church, but exists for the 
purpose of training converted and con- 
secrated young men for Christian work. 
Graduates of the School are proclaiming 
the Gospel in a part of the world where 
it is sorely needed, for they are working 
in a vast and densely populated area 
where Bolshevism and other forms of 
revolution have brought on political and 
spititual chaos. 

Up to the present time the Bible School. 
has been supported by European Chris- 
tians and has been supervised by a joint 
Scottish-Swiss committee. Mr. Eber- 
hard Phildius, a graduate of Geneva Uni- 
versity and M.A., Edinburgh, who is the 
Principal of: the Bible School, came to 
America in November to spend several 
weeks here for the purpose of laying the 
needs of the School before American 
Christians. He hopes to form a circle 
of friends who will join him and his as- 
sociates in prayer and effort for this un- 
dertaking. The School has so far pos- 
sessed only one building in which classes 
have been held and where students and 
teachers have lived together. As the 
School increases in size a new house is 
needed, which would serve as living quar- 
ters for the teachers and which would 
cost about $14,000. Those who desire to 
have a share in this work and who would 
like to receive news of the School may 
write to Mr. Eberhard Phildius, 235 
East Forty-ninth Street, New York 
City. 

ve 


Revival Signs in Russia 


HE All-Russia Evangelical Christian 

Union is a great movement that is 
making the. Gospel known throughout all 
Russia and in neighboring countries as 
well. The Soviet Government has passed 
laws insuring the freedom of religious as 
well as anti-religious propaganda. On 
November 25, 1926, five hundred dele- 
gates, representing the seventy districts 
of the Union, gathered at Leningrad for 
the Tenth All-Russian Evangelical Chris- 
tian Conference. The meetings, which 
lasted more than & week, were devoted 
primarily to the discussion of missions, 
publication work, and religious education; 
and secondarily to social and economic 
matters. One of the principal features 
of the conference was the report given 
by the President of the Union, the Rev. 
I. S. Prokhanoff, who had totired the 
United States in 1925 and 1926:lecturing 
on the work of the Union. 

As a result of this conference during 
the eighteen months that followed more 
than one hundred conferences were held 
all over Russia. At present there are 
more than 4,500 churches and groups of 
evangelical Christians in Russia, with not 
less than nine thousand brethren who 
preach the Gospel. 

The All-Russian Evangelical Christian 
Union carries on three main branches 
of work: missionary, edticational, and 
the publishing of Christian literature. It 
has a Bible college, which had seventy 
students with five professors in the 1927- 
1928 school year. This College is greatly 
in need of a building of its own, as the 
classes have been so far carried on in 
rénted houses. 

The publication work is very extensive. 
There is a monthly periodical, The Chris- 
tian, founded by Mr. Prokhanoff twenty- 
three years ago. Twenty-five thousand 
large size Bibles were printed while Mr. 
Prokhanoff was in America. Since his 
return to Leningrad in 1926 large num- 
bers of Bibles, Testaments, hymn books, 
coficordances, calendars, and almanacs 
have been printed. 

A copyrighted report of the Union, 
“Triumph of the Gospel in the Heart 
of Russia,” from which the foregoing 
facts are taken, says of the Bibles and 
Testaments : 

“The quantities of the Scriptures al- 
ready published are simply a drop in the 
ocean as compared with the need. They are 
a mere trifle compared with the number 
printed every year by the American Bible 
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Lesson for December 30 
Review 


for the Word. Really, we should print ' of comment, and a volume of correspond- ' 
about 100,000 Bibles per year, but, of! ence that is unusual in these days when 

course, it would require a big fund 
(about $100,000) . . . and so, whether we 
can afford. it or not, we must produce the 


in. all 
branches: of ‘this great work. Revolu- 
tions, famines, and general economic dis- 
tress have made it impossible for the 
Russian Christians to give all that they 
would like to; help must come. from -out- 
Gifts may be sent to Alwyn Ball, 
Jr., American Treasurer, The All-Rus- 
sian Evangelical Christian Union, 156 


Word of God!” 
Funds. are. urgently, needed 


side. 


Fifth Avenue, New York. ~ . 
ye 


The Nation-Wide 
Gospel Broadcast 


N AUGUST, The Sunday School Times 
carried the first announcement that was 
printed concerning the broadcast of the 
_ Vesper sermons of the Rev. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, over the stations of the Co- 
lumbia Chain throughout the major por- 


tion of the United States. 


Since the beginning of October, these 
messages have been on the air every 
Sunday from 5.30 to 6.00 Eastern Stand- 
ard Time, 4.30 to 5.00 Central Standard 


Time. 


This broadcast has caused a great deal 
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the radio is taken for granted. From 
Central City, Neb,, a man writes: 


I wish to: thank him for_the good mes- 
sage we received over the Columbia Chain. 
We. live thirteen miles from church and 
don’t go often. We have been listening in 
for five years, so don’t get excited and 
write in often., 


Most people are like this, yet they are 
writing in by the hundreds. Scores of 
letters could be printed with some ‘such 
thought-as the following: 


Troy, N. H. 
For. the first time last Sunday we re- 
ceived the broadcast of a splendid sermon 
setting forth the pure Gospel. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
It is so unusual to hear salvation pure 
and simple preached over the radio as he 
preached it. There is so much “stuff” 
handed out these days for Gospel! 


From across the Mississippi, in St. 
Louis, Mo., comes this word: 


I was always expecting to hear next the 
customary hedging which is the inevitable 
attitude of all or nearly all the preachers 
we hear on the radio. It was refreshing 
to hear an old-fashioned orthodox sermon 
from a preacher who evidently believes all 
of the Bible, when so much of the alleged 
sermons that come over the air nowadays 
is simply “bunk.” 

Greenwood, Mass. 

Without expectation of hearing much but 
wood, hay, and stubble, we sat down to lis- 
ten to his radio address, but as he repudi- 
ated man’s glory, giving the Lord Jesus 
Christ his full title, our hearts leaped for 
joy. 

Many. letters contain enclosures, dol- 
lar bills, money orders, checks; one or 
two more substantial amounts, but mostly 
five dollars or less. A letter that greatly 
cheered was received from Toronto, Can. : 


I have tuned in—ear and heart — the 
last two Sundays, and it seems too good to 
be true. It scatters that feeling of loneliness 
in the faith which creeps on one like paraly- 
sis, these strange days. “How unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out!” Enclosed —a drop. 


Letters come from ministers: 


Smith Center, Kans. 
What a glorious contrast to much we hear 
over the radio today! 


A pastor who is temporarily laid aside 
through ill health writes from Asbury 
Park, N. J.: 


Yesterday my wife spent considerable 
time throughout the day Foceng for a 
Gospel message. We got about fifty-seven 
varieties it seemed. Oh,- yes, we heard a 
lot of good things, they wouldn’t do any- 
body any harm, but in every one there was 
something lacking, and my heart ached for 
lost cpreatunity. Accidentally she tuned in, 
and I héard the text in clear tones. John 
1:12, “As many as received him, to them 


UNDAY-SCHOOL teachers and 

superintendents in increasing numbers 
are recognizing the striking way in 
which simple blackboard illustrations 
often serve to impress the lesson theme 
upon the pupils’ minds and hearts. As 
Dr. R. F. Y. Pierce explains in his so 
helpfully suggestive book, “Blackboard 
Efficiency,” “Efficient blackboarding has 
come to be such an important factor in 


| our’ educational work that successful 


teachers are employing every agency 
which will arrest the attention, stimulate 
the thought, and rivet the truth on the 
mind and heart of the student. Teaching 
through the eye has long been the hand- 
maiden of preaching. Instructive art has 
for centuries been the companion of in- 
spiring song.” 

Neither great skill nor large expense 
is involved in securing good results here. 
Numerous Sunday-school supply houses 
have made a specialty of various types of 





blackboards with suitable crayon mate- 
rial. Upright standards or easels may 


' gave he 
” 


the power to become the sons of 
R y soul was blessed, my heart was 
thrilled and refreshed as I followed him. I 
said, “That’s the real thing, unvarnished 
and unveneered. That’s the pure, genuine 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, plainly, boldly, and 
lovingly told.” When” he came. to the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 
man, I held my~ breath not~to lose’a word, 
and to ascertain whether he was going to 
slip here, as a-great percentage of preachers 
do. But, praise God, there was'an “Amen” 
in my heart throughout the entire message. 
God bless him, my - precious brothér’ in 
Christ! I cannot seme 2 him financially, but I 
do promise, to pray for him. and will look 
forward to hearing him every Sunday. 
Many sick and shut-ins write in: 


Lynn, Mass. 
I am too deaf to hear preaching in 
church, but I can hear plainly on the ear- 
phones. His words give me much comfort. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
My husband who has been an invalid for 
fifteen years and I who have been an in- 
valid for eleven years were listening to his 
sermons with great delight and joy. We 
are sending a-.small offering. 


Letters come in from out-of-the-way 
places: 

Creehaven, Me. 

I heard his broadcast last Sunday, and 
liked it fine. I live on a*small island twen- 
ty-five miles out to sea. We have no church 
here, and it seemed good to listen to his talk, 


Many tell of spiritual blessing: 


Dayton, Tenn. 
We praise God frém grateful hearts that 
such a message is broadcast, the only one 
= its kind on the Lord’s Day that we know 


re) 
Cambridge, Mass. 
I can say that if I had been a Unitarian 
in the morning, after hearing his sermon, 
I would no longer have been such. I was 
one until six years ago. 


Finally, from the hundreds of letters 
received from Philadelphia alone, these 
two: 


I am of a different denomination ‘from 
him, but I want to help one who can bring 
so-called Christians to the realization that 
they are still lost sinners unless they are 
born again through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

I hope that he will keep on preaching 

esus, and him crucified for our salvation. 

t is water in a thirsty land to many lis- 
teners. 


This broadcast is costing eleven hun- 
dred and ten dollars every week, without 
counting any office expense. This work 
is a task greater than any man or church, 
and is a service to the whole of the body 
of believers. Mr: Barnhouse would 
rather have several thousand contribu- 
tions of five dollars a year, than one to 
cover. it all. 

Perhaps God may lay it on your heart 
to be one of eight thousand people to 





write a five dollar check-to “Radio Fund,” 
— send it to P. O. Box 2000, Philadel- 
phia. 


Church Equipment Service 
The Use of the Blackboard 


also be secured at small expense, or the 
blackboard may be fixed permanently to 
the wall. 

Many helpful books, including the one 
just mentioned by Dr. Pierce, may also 
be obtained through the denominational 
or supply houses, and from them any 
teacher or superintendent may obtain 
ideas for simple outlines or sketches 
which anyone with ordinary skill can 
easily draw. The illustrations thus ob- 
tained will drive home the lesson in a 
most forceful manner. 

If as a reader of this publication you 
would like to obtain further information 
regarding blackboard equipment or help- 
ful books, Church Equipment Service 
stands ready to put you in touch with 
reputable houses which carry this kind 
of material and you will also find their 
products advertised in these columns from 
time to time. Please address Church 
Equipment Service, The Sunday School 





Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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“Accidentally” 


‘* Accidentally,” writes a friend, 
‘**I learned of your work, and I want 
you to know what a rich blessing 
has come into my life ever since.” 





And we answered him, ‘* Nothing 
ever comes by accident to the child 
of God. The Psalmist says, The 
steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord. And we consider it a 
providential accident —an. accident 
ordered by the Lord.” | 


And to you who read these lines, 
we can wish no greater joy than that 
you should some day’meet the same 
accident. If you have never exer- 
cised prayer and sympathy in the 
work of carrying the Gospel message 
to those ‘‘ of whom according to the 
flesh, Christ came,” you have a new 
joy awaiting you, Our files are re- 
piete with testimonies of those who 
have ‘‘ been there” and know. 


Some day you too will adventure 
with God, and then you teo will 
thank God for the great ‘‘ accident.” 
But we can’t force you to it—the 
urge must come by the Spirit of 
God. All we can do is to tell you 
about it; the rest is between you and 
God. 


And of course you know about our 
work; it merits your every confi- 
dence. Our efforts are directed to 
the evangelizing not only of the 
2,000,000 Jews of New York, but of 
3,500,000 Jews of America, as well 
as the Jews of Europe and Palestine. 
Branches are now maintained: in 
Philadelphia and in Lithuania. Your 
help is always needed and apprecia- 
ted. Our paper, ‘** THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE,” considered by many 
Bible students the most helpful paper 
on Prophecy and the Jews in America 
is sent to contributors. Regular price, 
50C a year or roc a copy. May we 
hear from you! 


American Board of 
Missions To The: 
Jews, Inc., 

27 THROOP AVENUE 














Brooklyn, New York 
and a few. 
A Postcard aye ter 


will bring to you 
TORREY’S Famous Vest-Pocker Hevp 


GIST OF LESSONS 2929 FREE 


A ps3 DOWN the names (on a postcard will do) of 12 
or more Sunday Schoolteachers or officers of your 
acquaintance, and we will send you an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (Inter- 
national) 1929. Adsolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avene, NEW YORK 











Why experiment with 
unfamiliar soaps ana lotions 


Cuticura 
has brought relief and happiness fur fifty yeare 


to millions ali over the world 
Soap 25c. Ointment 2Sc. and SOc. Taleum 25e. 








In ordering goods; or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 





vertisement in The Sunday School Times, 
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For Family Worship 4 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

> International Uniform Sunday 

Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Will You Observe Watch Night? 


F YOU are not preparing to observe 

watch night in your church or in your 
spiritual group, will you mot think about 
it? The problem of your own church, of 
your own community, of the world, of the 
need of getting the ys out particu- 
larly into the unreached fields, and other 
special prayer needs are undoubtedly pre- 
senting themselves to you; and when you 
arrange for this Watch Night Meeting 
you may be sure that you will be pray- 
ing on this forthcoming last night of the 
old year and up to the birth at midnight 
of the new year with thousands, perhaps 
hundreds of thousands, of Christians in a 
great unity of the Spirit, forming one 
of a vast chain of prayer. 





December 24 to 30 
Mon.—Acts 19 : 8-10, 18-20. Pau! in Ephesus. 


In Acts 20: 28, where Paul is rehears- 
ing. what he had taught at Ephesus and 
taking leave of the elders, there is an 
important testimony to the oneness of 
God in Christ. We are members of “the 
church of God which he purchased with 
his own blood” in which the inspiring 
Spirit declares the deity of our Lord and 
suggests the priceless cost of our redemp- 
tion. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
appeal of eighty-three German neurolo- 
gists and insanity speciaiists who have 
made an urgent plea that the young, peo- 
ple of the German public schools be not 
deprived of Christian teaching may deeply 
impress the authorities. 

Tues.—Acts 20 : 1-12. 

Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem. 


It seems significant that just as Paul 


journey, God gives him the power to 
perform the greatest miracle of his career. 
No: wonder he, along with the others, is 
“not a little comforted” and he surely 
must have taken it as a “seal” that God 
was guiding. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for two 
new colored missionaries setting out for 
the West African Mission of the Pres- 
byterian Board (North), the Rev. Irwin 


Susan P,. Reynolds. 
Wed.—Luke 2:1-20. The Birth of Jesus. 


The first Adam was brought into the 
} world through the direct creation of God; 
the second Adam through human birth. 
The Messiah must not be merely a second 


things. 


PRAYER SuccEsTions: Pray that the 


furthered by the missionary conférence 


from Protestant Missions working in Af- 
rican territory, with a coast line of 3,500 


tries also, as well as government officials 
and commercial leaders. 


Thurs.—Romans 1 : 8-17. 
Paul’s Interest in the Romans. 


To this church, probably founded by 


ter of the world. So he writes of the 


unto salvation to lift men out of the 


ters Paul gives to the Romans and-to 


Prayer Succestions: Since the New 
Hebrides Islands, so wonderfully and 
completely evangelized by John G. Paton, 
have shriveled in population from 200,000 
to 80,000, it is important to pray that. the 
British and French governments arrange 
a control that will procure better govern- 
ment, protection, and liberty for the na- 
tives, and settle the land question. 


Fri—Acts 26: 19-29. Paul Before Agrippa. 


Festus, seeking an excuse to send Paul 
on to Rome, thinks this belief of the 
apostle “of one Jesus, which was dead, 
whom Paul affirmed to be alive’ (25: 
19). may. solve his problem. ~But in his 
address Paul shows that the charge of 
the Pharisees is inconsistent (vs. 4-7), 
and that the resurrection was preached 
by him only by divine appointment (vs. 
8-23), and that Scripture proves this (vs. 
22, 23). : 

Prayer Succestions: The Reve Joshua 
Vale calls for special prayer that the 
millions of Scripture portions, New Tes- 
taments, of complete Bibles; and tens of 
millions of Christian tracts that have been 
scattered far and wide throughout China 
during the last decade may come to life 
and “bear their witness just at this time 
when the voice of the evangelist is more 
or less silent.” 


Sat.—Philemon 1-25. Paul and His Friends. 


As Paul found Onesimus wandering 
from his owner’s home, so our Lord 
found us wandering from God; as Paul 
pleaded that what Onesimus owed might 
be imputed to Paul, so our Lord acted 
as our Advocate with the Father inas- 
much as he has borne our sins. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
effort of Miss Lydia Johnson, a Y. W. 
C. A. Secretary, and Miss Tao Ling, who, 
with the endorsement of the Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce, are seeking to im- 
prove child labor conditions in Tientsin in 
whose six large cotton mills and rug 
and match factories and other enterprises 
children as young as seven years of age 
are working twelve hours a day for five 
or six cents a day. 
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Sun.—Psalm 103:1-13. Jehovah’s Merce’® ae * 
Note carefully how David ascendg@ig = & 
his praise here from thankfully ac a soo 
edging the personal blessings of Jeh@@iies: i an 
(vs. 1-5) to enumerating the attributes ike Dis 
God. > he m3 os 
. Prayer Succestions: Pray for Godyew® pe a 
Spirit to follow up the circulatio® = 4 ow-= 







chiefly by two doctors and a nu Sy bah 
the Sheikh Ochman Hospital near 
Arabia,— of 2,059 Gospels and Testa- 
ments, including 1,985 Arabic Gospels, 
and 26 Arabic New Testaments. 


The Greek of Hebrews 4:15 is: “In all 
points tempted like as we are,*APART 
FROM SIN.” The last words give us : 
the one feature in which Jesus was un- 
like us. Satan does not tempt the evil 
7 lich is already on his side; but 

in order to lead us astray.— 
h Thomas, in the Keswick 








AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years: 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure ! 


“‘T rejoice all the while in its loyalty to the-funda- 
mentals.”’ Mrs. L. E. Stone. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





























was no room ! 


no room ! 


make room P 


WHEATON COLLEGE 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 





us the profoundest logic in-any literature, 
sacred or profane. 

















What Would You Do? 


WHEATON can accept only 500 regular students 
with its present endowment. 


But a Senior boy returned unexpectedly—we could not: -. . 
make room for him! Think of turning away Seniors! 


A Sophomore from Indiana wired for accommoda- 
tions. There was no room | 


A student from New York came, only to be told he 
was the twenty-sixth on the waiting list ! 

Another, preparing for the ministty, came from Lake 
Ontario, New York. There was no room ! 

A California girl, a Senior, gifted musician, brilliant ? 
student, member of a Pacific Coast championship Glee 
Club, wanted her diploma from Wheaton, 


A young woman from Buffalo wrote, “ At last it is 
possible for me to come to Wheaton.” But there was © 


Thus it has run through scores of applications this 
fall. To turn them away from a school whose heart is 
centered in our Lord—what tragedy! What shall we do? 

Clearly the voice of the Divine Leader rallies us to ° 
go forward at His command ; to enlarge our resources 
and our equipment, that these who seek may find en- 
trance to Wheaton College. 


Your gifts will greatly help in this. Will you help to 
J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 
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